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The present volume gives a glimpse of the insane 
politics for maintaining power pursued by the homi- 
cidal mania Chon Du Hwan clique who robbed power 
by force of arms in south Korea and assumed the 
bloodstained presidency following the gruesome 
Kwangju massacre and also of the struggle of people 
from all walks of life against it to get rid of the 
dictatorship and bring about democracy. 
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LIMITS OF BRUTE FORCE 


July 15, 1983 


About the Right of the Beast 


From May to June 1983 Mr. Kim Yong Sam, the former President 
of the New Democratic Party, was carrying on a hunger strike calling 
for democracy. About that time the newspapers highlighted every 
day the poaching of a bear with a crescent marking on its breast 
which had been designated as a natural monument in the park at the 
foot of Mt. Solak close by the east coast. But no mention was made in 
the papers about Mr. Kim Yong Sam’s hunger strike. So, the people 
mockingly said that the beasts had a right but the human beings had 
none in this country. 

Later Mr. Kim called off the hunger strike. This gave rise to a 
controversy in the National Assembly. A member of the National 
Assembly questioned the Minister of Culture and Information why 
there was no report about the hunger strike. The latter’s reply to the 
interpellation was really swell. He said that reports had not been 
banned but the papers seemed to have refrained themselves. The 
press kept silent about this reply. This was because they felt the 
presence of the fist-law of the Chon Du Hwan clique over their 
heads. 

In such an atmosphere the case of the family of a big businessman 
who had attempted the flight of 350,000 dollars of foreign currency 
to the United States was smothered up. It is probable that even its 
prosecution was dropped. Even when a case 1s brought before the 
court, the proceedings of the trial will not be reported. This is due to 
the kind “‘consideration”’ of the authorities to prevent a crack in the 
relations between the capitalists who are the mainstay of this 
country’s economy and the people at large. 

I dare say this is the reason why a ban was laid on the TV drama 
questioning the ethics of the enterprises by taking up the stories of 
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big Businesses that resort to all possible means including the private 
floating of loans. In the middle of June the TV drama Ambitious 25 
O'clock was suppressed suddenly due'to this ban. Such dramas put 
into fashion the saying “All are thieves” in Japanese. Now the TV 
broadcasting station entreated the authorities to allow them to 
telecast a revised version in consideration of the morale of the 
entrepreneurs, but their request was turned down. To borrow the 
words of the Minister of Culture and Information, this is not a case 
of banning but a case of “refraining themselves” 

In April Cho Se Hyong, the hero of the “Story of a Korean Robin 
Hood”’, was sentenced to ten years in jail and ten years’ probation. 
The press only mentioned the sentence but kept silent about the 
court proceedings, and did not give his photograph. It appeared as if 
the case had been a political offence. This Robin Hood had only 
broken into the houses of persons in power and so caused a great 
sensation. But his case fizzled out shrouded in a thick veil of mystery. 
The prosecutor had proposed life imprisonment, but to the surprise 
of the accused himself, it was commuted to ten years. It was 
rumoured in the streets that this was thanks to the generous 
“consideration” of the authorities for the feelings of the masses who 
praised the man as a “‘chivalrous robber” 

Thus, it must be pointed out that under the rule of the Chon Du 
Hwan clique this country has long ceased to be a constitutional state. 
At this time, on May 25, the bar disciplinary committee ruled out of 
the Seoul local bar association the lawyer Tae Yun Gi who had long 
been a counsel for Koreans from Japan indicted for political offence. 
In consequence, it is said he is disbarred for three years. The reason 
for this was given only in the papers of June 16. According to the 
report, he gave a copy of part of the document of the spy case he had 
pleaded for to a member of a certain foreign diplomatic mission in 
south Korea, so that it was sent abroad to the detriment of the 
national interests, which brought a disgrace to the dignity of the bar. 
This bar disciplinary committee is chaired by the Minister of Justice. 

I should say this is also a case ridiculed by the sarcastic remark, 
“The beasts have a right, but the human beings have none.”’ I have 
heard that the copy of the document handed over by the lawyer Tae 
is the records of the court proceedings on the spy case of a Korean 
from Japan. It is on no account a secret document. It is impossible to 
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arrest and put him on trial for that reason. The person who received 
the copy is an official of the Japanese embassy, it is said. And the 
authorities say that Mr. Tae exchanged some Japanese yen into 
south Korean money on the black market. He now continues to 
make a protest to the Ministry of Justice. He was a conscientious 
counsel for the accused Korean from Japan, and in this light it is to 
be hoped that the Japanese legal circles may devote international 
attention to his situation. 

Even from the viewpoint of the current law of the dictatorial 
power there is no end of illegalities. That political power stands 
above law is the Chon Du Hwan clique’s way of thinking. Being ex- 
soldiers, they think nothing of law. The influence of this absolute 
power 1s felt in every nook and corner of the country. 

On May 30 the Hanguk Young Men’s Christian Association 
which got out of patience demanded the explanation for the raison 
d’etre of Article 9 of the Constitution which says, “‘All members of 
the nation have the dignity and value as human beings and are 
entitled to seek their happiness. The state confirms the inviolable 
fundamental right of individuals and is bound in duty to ensure it.” 
Then it pointed to Article | which stipulates, “‘All members of the 
nation have the freedom of person. No one shall be subject to arrest, 
imprisonment, seizure, interrogation, punishment and _ security 
penalty if not in conformity with the law”, and referred to many 
recent goings-on which ran counter to this provision. Here are a few 
examples. 

Pastor Mun Ik Hwan—Upon coming out of the Hyangrin 
Church after delivering a lecture in the evening of May 16, 1983, 
he was tucked into a car and placed under house arrest. So he was 
barred from giving sermons at a service in Mokpo scheduled for 
May 17 and at memorial services in Kwangju on May 18. Many 
special agents threw a cordon round the house of Pastor Mun and 
three cars were on standby. Even tents were pitched for the men to 
stay in and keep watch on the house of the pastor in which he was 
forcibly detained. 

Kim Chol Gi, director of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, was carried off by some ten detectives on the opposite 
side of the YMCA building around 1:00 in the afternoon of May 16. 
He asked the reason many times and demanded an interview with the 
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responsible person at the police station. But this was ignored and he 
was taken by car along the Kimpo highway to the creek of Onsu-ri 
on the western edge of Kanghwa Island. Mr. Kim who was fasting at 
the time sensed a danger to his person and stubbornly protested 
against the illegal capture and refused to give in. But he was held 
down by force. At Pupyong he was handed over to three plainclothes- 
men. These men took him on a junk with the car aboard to a far-off 
island with the name of Kyodong. The island was located very close 
to the truce line and civilians were not allowed access to it. He was 
sent back home in Inchon on the 18th of May, but was placed under 
constant watch. 

Any attempt to seek for a new possibility was always suppressed 
and often labelled as Red. In the slum quarters of Taejon, South 
Chungchong Province, a popular church was established and a 
people’s evening school was run to offer an opportunity of learning 
to the working children and youths. But this movement has also 
become an object of suppression. Almost all secondary-school 
teachers and university students who taught in this school were 
arrested or taken to the police station. Then they were forced by the 
school authorities to send in a written apology and resign. Further, 
the working children and youths attending the evening school are 
interrogated or their houses are searched, or they are coerced to leave 
school. When anti-government leaflets are distributed, the police 
start a rumour that the evening school is responsible for it and the 
newspapers write up the matter in that way. The Security Planning 
Agency and the Army Security Command have a hand deep in it. If 
all buds that grow in spite of difficult conditions are plucked like this, 
what will become of this society in the end? 

It is perhaps proper to say that only the life of human beings as 
living organisms is allowed. Even this kind of life is constantly 
exposed to danger, I should say. In the sense that a man is permitted 
to live only as a living organism, too, it may be said that there exists 
only the right of beasts in this society. After creating such a state of 
affairs, the powers that be have the cheek to deck out the préss with the 
high-sounding words that they are burning with love for the people 
and the country. Liars talk about “truth” and those who speak of 
truth are gagged. All that they need is power. It may be that only 
when they maintain power, they can cook up a story to pass off their 
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crime of the Kwangju massacre as a great deed of delivering the 
nation from a crisis. 

It can be said that crouching under the idolization of their success 
is the bestiality of man. Bestiality scorns at humanity. They would 
like people to obey them, captivated by a mean desire. Those who are 
courageous enough to refuse will be branded as traitors. For this 
they are blackmailed, repressed, jailed, tried and murdered. Reports 
about them are quashed and do not reach the ordinary folk. Thus, 
what takes place in the court these days is scarcely known to the 
public. When political offenders are concerned, the papers do not 
even say when and where the court will be held, so long as it is not a 
case big enough to focuss international attention as that of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung. 

It can be safely said that in this society only the beasts are 
permitted to have rights and nearly everything submits to the rule of 
the beastly rights. The time will surely come when history will accuse 
the fact that learned people, people who are expected to have good 
sense and a sense of responsibility and the press have sunken so low. 


The Incident of the Songam Church 


The “Circular Letter of the Presbyterian Church” dated July 1 
reported the incident of a violent raid on the Songam Presbyterian 
Church in Mt. Tobong in the northeast of Seoul to the following 
effect: 

“On June 3 a lecture on religious belief was delivered in the 
Songam Church under the sponsorship of the Seoul Federation of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association. Some 1,500 young people 
and pastors attended it. With the close of the lecture about 1,300 of 
the participants had already left the church in good order and the 
remaining 200 or so were going out of the building in lines, when the 
incident happened. The young people had felt a relief at the thought 
that the lecture ended without a hitch. Bui at this moment a tear shell 
exploded all of a sudden. A group of unidentified men in civilian 
clothes intruded into the church and started beating up the youths. 
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Averting their outrages, the young people retreated into the chapel. 
But the intruders came after them and broke the broad glasses on the 
doors, hurled chairs at them, demolished the cabinet for keeping the 
gowns of the choir and went on with their rampage. The pastor told 
them who he was and tried to check them, but he was abused and 
attacked. Even the young people and deaconess of the Songam 
Church who tried to check them were beaten up. 

“After the blackguards withdrew, the pastor, the presbyter and 
the young people shed tears at the horrible sight of the wrecked 
sanctuary and altar. We have recently often heard of indiscriminate 
assaults of the police against students and workers, but this is the 
first instance of their violation and wrecking of the sanctuary and 
beating of clergymen in the presence of the believers. 

“The Seoul Elders Council (Parish Council) and the South Seoul 
Elders Council plan to call an extraordinary general meeting on the 
20th instant and take countermeasures. At a meeting of the heads of 
the orders under the National Council of Churches, too, it was 
agreed in this connection to fight to the bitter end in concert to 
defend the sanctity of the churches. The general meeting has sent all 
churches Pastoral Epistles of the chairman of the General Council 
and an explanatory letter.” 

Of late, the following views are exchanged between churchmen. 
So, an attempt is made to call upon all believers to awaken to the fact 
that the Christian church is now facing a crisis. They think it 
necessary to inform the whole nation of the government’s despotism 
to counter it. Further, they question the raison d’etre of the mass 
media that cannot make mention of such an incident. Thus, they take 
up a stance to challenge this system which engenders such a state of 
affairs and, in particular, its so-called “law on assembly and 
demonstration” and ‘‘fundamental law on the press” They intend to 
begin by launching a movement of all. churches. A determination for 
this was expressed in the resolution of the extraordinary meeting of 
the Hanguk National Council of Churches held on July 11. 

For instance, there is a law stipulating that the police chief can 
order a meeting to break up when he decides it “*threatens” to disturb 
‘public peace and order” and cause “‘social unrest’ Is this law 
intended in the least to protect the fundamental rights of the people? 
they ask. By such vague provisions, all assemblies and demonst- 
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rations have been factually placed at the arbitrary disposal of the 
police. It is also stipulated that for the purpose of ‘‘maintaining 
order” no meeting is allowed to “contradict the directions of the 
policemen and to reject their entry”’. In fact, the police can of course 
record speeches at a meeting and use tear shells to break it up. This 
sort of law is in itself a violation of the present Constitution. Even 
under this law soldiers, prosecutors and policemen who commit 
outrages against peaceful meeting with a view to obstructing the 
meeting and demonstration are subject to punishment under ten 
years in prison. In this way a challenge to the legal system has been 
started. The excessive, unlimited brute force of the Chon Du Hwan 
band has at last called down nemeses against themselves. 

The report of the young people on the incident of the Songam 
Church contains a still more earnest message. They had met to 
commemorate the “June 3 Uprising” of 1964 when over 10,000 
students in Seoul came out to the streets in protest against the south 
Korea-Japan talk and an emergency martial law was proclaimed. 
The report of the Hanguk National Federation of Christian 
Presbyterian Churches dated June 4 said in the first place that “‘At 
this lecture meeting we young men and women sincerely reflected on 
the question of our nation which is now in a critical situation.” Then 
it had this to say about the raid: 

“From the beginning the lecture meeting was held in the 
encirclement of the riot police. At about 9:00 in the evening when the 
meeting was over, the youth and students wanted to go home and 
asked the police to lift the encirclement to disperse in peace, but 
hundreds of terrorists in beige-coloured jumpers, saying, ‘Want a 
warming-up,’ hurled portable tear shells which had been hidden in 
their pockets and made a lunge at the young people. They exploded a 
tear shell even before the pastor and shouted abuses at him. The 
students who tried to protect girl students suffered mob violence. 
One of them had his glasses broken and a theological student lost 
three teeth. There was even a student with a broken rib. 

“Thus, the vicinity of the Hansin primary school was instantly 
turned into a hell filled with agonizing cries and tear gas. Now over 
50 students who had left the place earlier returned to the church. 
Seeing them, the ruffians in beige-coloured jumpers broke the 
windows of the church by kicking them and took chairs from inside 
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and threw them at the students, struck them with fists and kicked 
them, turning the whole place into another pandemonium. At this 
moment the curate of the Songam Church stated who he was at the 
porch and protested against the intrusion into the church. At this, 
the rogues pulled him by the tie and kicked him, saying ‘Here is the 
prime mover. Capture him’ At the sight of the curate being beaten 
and dragged off by the scoundrels, the youths of the church 
interfered, only to be beaten again. As the church was filled with cries 
of pain, the lady evangelist who had been cleaning the place chid 
them, ‘What are you doing?’ Then the gangsters turned to her and 
struck, saying, “You slut!’ Chased by the thugs, the students took 
cover behind the altar, but the ruffians came after them and trampled 
them underfoot.” 

Such were the circumstances which compelled the young 
Christians to appeal to the churches of the whole country, ““Can the 
sanctuary of prayer ever be turned into a theatre of violence by the 
gangsters?” and “Is it permissible that the thugs should run riot like 
this in the church?” 

Who were the thugs? The police say that they were a company of 
the third riot police. It is probable that they were passed off 
immediately as a police force in order to deny the existence of gangs 
of hooligans, fascists or paratroopers. In answer to the protest of the 
citizens, a letter of apology signed by the chief of the Seoul Municipal 
Police Bureau was sent to the church, a rare step to be taken in such 
cases of outrages. To quote a passage from it: 

“The only object of our police action for the maintenance of 
peace on that day was the illegal assembly of students, and they had 
not the least intentions to debase the sanctity of the church. We have 
once taken measures against the personnel who caused the trouble, 
but the point in question in connection with the recent incident at the 
Songam Church is that still greater efforts will be made to ensure that 
similar things never happen in future.” 

This is the substance of the lines which were preceded by the 
words, “It is very regrettable to have caused a scandal unwittingly in 
connection with the question of coping with the assembly of the 
students who attended the said lecture meeting.” As is clear from the 
translation, the wording is very clumsy with an incoherent context. 
In the letter the churches were praised to the skies for their service to 
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the state and their cooperation with the police, and words like “the 
love of Jesus Christ’ and “the grace of God” appeared more often 
than in church documents. This may well be interpreted as a 
reflection of the times when the brute force is preaching love. 

This incident is perhaps an illustration of the intimidating 
statement of the Chief of Staff of the army that “The defence setup of 
the capital city has been perfected mainly with the picked men who 
are ferocious, vigorous and full of fight.” The scoundrels had 
intruded into the campus and committed rapes and perpetrated 
violences continually to citizens in the streets under the influence of 
liquor and now managed to intrude into the church. They do not 
mind writing letters of apology, no matter how many. All they care 
for is to silence the people by using brute force. But the reaction to it 
will also grow formidable. This was why on July 2 they invited 
churchmen to a luncheon attended by the Minister of Home Affairs 
where they had to make an apology and promise to ensure that there 
would never be a similar incident again. 

Then on July 6 the dismissal of Minister of Home Affairs Ro Tae 
U was reported and there were various conjectures about it. It was 
said that one of the key men in the Chon Du Hwan band was leaving 
the centre of power due to the trouble among the Ministry of Home 
Affairs, the Security Planning Agency and the military, that is, Mr. 
Ro was kicked out. It was even rumoured that the very incident of 
the Songam Church was his last straw. It seems that he was criticized 
for the blow they got from the church because of the blunder his 
subordinates had made. 

There is no peace, it appears, in the interior of the power propped 
up by brute force. The hard-liners are always looked upon as 
representing loyalty, but when used excessively, brute force will 
backfire unexpectedly and, in consequence, the resultant confusion 
will be serious. 


THE TIMES OF INSANITY 


September 17, 1983 


One Day’s Prayer Meeting 


However earnestly they are urged, the people remain indifferent 
to politics. There is a Korean expression, “Sinnanda.”’ The mean- 
ing is that one feels a pleasant thrill of excitement as if during 
a festival. So long as the people do not feel that way, their energies 
cannot be mobilized. At present politics suppresses them. Politics 
only means rule and oppression. How much the talents and 
energies of the people are wasted! South Korea will not be the 
exception. Probably this is a fin-de-siecle phenomenon of the 
world. 

Never once has south Korea successfully lived through an 
international crisis. Because at such a time the foolish and tyrannical 
powers were always engaged in a war against the people. It was sheer 
madness. But seen from the present point of view, I suppose that was 
not limited to south Korea. Wherever the rule, institutions and 
civilization are collapsing, insanity will grow rife. It will be rampant 
above all among those who have much to lose in the collapsing 
history. Everywhere in the world, America is now going to wage a 
war against the people by making use of its military power. It 
appears that the present madness will escalate further. This is not to 
be stopped by arms reduction and the like. To come back to one’s 
senses is essential. To this end, the war with the people must be 
dropped. 

In a time like this, madness and sanity will make too striking a 
contrast. It may be said that in time of war the enemy cannot but be 
distinguished clearly from the friend. The contrast between the 
wrong and the right and between power and the people is too vivid to 
be mistaken. It is necessary to know the signs of the time like this. 
What is the feast of the powerful? Does it mean drinking after the 
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Kwangju incident? Here let me give a detailed account of a feast of 
the weak. 

In the evening of August 18 a Thursday prayer meeting was held 
in Seoul for over two hours and a half in honour of the. people 
released from prison. 

After the Chon Du Hwan group seized power, this prayer 
meeting was suppressed. But owing to the persistent struggle of the 
people opposed to the government, a permission was obtained to 
hold it every other week. On the Thursdays off, a small gathering 1s 
held in the room of the Human Rights Committee on the ninth floor 
of the Christian Association building. 

On an amnesty of August 15, 134 conscientious offenders were 
released from prison. Of them, at least 85 students had only two 
months left to serve out their terms. The government was so mean 
and without confidence as to try to show off their magnanimity and 
self-confidence by granting the so-called ‘“‘favour” of setting them 
free one or two months before their time. Large numbers of people 
still remain behind bars who were imprisoned on charges cooked up 
through tortures. The meeting began by voicing protest against it. In 
particular, there was a man in the Anyang prison who had been put 
on the list of prisoners to be amnestied but was not released. He had 
gone on a hunger strike in protest against the bad treatment of the 
inmates by the prison authorities, and so he must have been kept 
back in revenge. His mother read an appeal. We were told that 
Cardinal Kim Su Hwan had met the chief of the Security Planning 
Agency (the former CIA) the previous day over the matter. 

The sermon was entitled “‘Uncompromising Faith” ‘All who 
take up the sword will perish under the sword.”’ Catholicism has 
suffered martyrdom in this land. Under Japanese imperialist rule 
Protestants shed blood. Their life blood flows in our veins. Now is 
the time which will again witness many martyrs. The history of 
justice will be made by a small number of such irreconcilable 
persons. The preacher delivered the sermon like this in a calm voice, 
and a tense silence reigned in the hall. 

The prayer began. May the day come earlier when the wicked will 
go down! May the ruler repent of his sin of trampling on the people 
and become one who serves them! They prayed. Then followed the 
singing of the psalm. 


There is the hour when each nation and each person must decide. 
Which side should one take when truth and falsehood contend? 
The new goal set by our Lord is in our sight. 

Let us choose between light and darkness. 


Passionate voices of singing resounded through the hall. 

Of the 134 released persons, some 40 attended this meeting of 
welcome. They were greeted with endless clapping of hands. This 
turned into the singing of the song of freedom and civil rights We 
Will Win. 


I shall be free. 
I will return now, though tied up, 
To our Lord who will give us freedom. 


The words of the singing changed. “‘Let us restore democracy.” 
“Let us achieve reunification along democratic lines.” ‘Set the 
democrats free.” “Get away, dictatorial power.’ The singing ended 
with the cries of ‘Manse, manse (hurrah)!” Then, the principal guests 
were introduced. Church officials and expelled scholars like 
Professor Song Rae Un were presented to the attendants. At last, 
with the preliminary that the Human Rights Committee extended 
solidarity with his hunger strike, former President of the New 
Democratic Party Kim Yong Sam was introduced. There was a 
prolonged applause and cries of welcome. When this had subsided, 
old Mr. Ham Sok Hon was introduced. The meeting was an 
assembly of workers, intellectuals, politicians and Christians. It was 
worthy of note what this would bring about. Six representatives of 
the released prisoners made speeches in greeting. 

Representative 1—I was arrested when I was a fourth-year 
student of the history department of Seoul National University. As I 
am asked to speak unexpectedly, I am at a loss what to say. I cannot 
thank you too much. I am especially grateful to my parents, brothers 
and sisters and friends who looked after me while I was in jail. When 
I heard about the case of Chang Ryong Ja in the cell, I could not but 
laugh a bitter laugh. I was really delighted to know how the struggle 
was. I am very sorry that we are the only people who have come out 
of prison. I will continue to struggle for democracy unyieldingly. 
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Representative 2—I was put into prison when I was a fourth- 
year student of the Municipal University on the charge of taking part 
in a demonstration. IJ rendered only an insignificant service, but you 
have encouraged me when I was in jail and now when I am out. | 
cannot thank you enough for this. I can say I am back from prison 
with a stronger will. When released, we had two months left till the 
expiration of our term. Those who still remain behind bars should 
have been let out. I seem to see the faces of my friends who were in the 
next cell. My heart almost aches for them. The mother of Mr. Pak 
made an appeal with regard to the Anyang prison a while ago. So IJ 
would like to make a brief report about the matter. 

Together with the warders, we calculated the prices of chow mein 
and steamed bread sold in the prison by weighing them on the scale. 
We found that the cost of a bowl of chow mein sold for 400 won was 
273 won and steamed bread sold at 50 won was 25 won. This meant 
that the government agency was practising a dishonest act, so we 
demanded an end to it. Then they ganged up and beat us. They were 
shrewd enough to strike us in such a way as to give unbearable pains 
but leave no marks on our bodies. Nevertheless, one of us had 
broken teeth and another got a spinal injury. 

So, we 15 prisoners went on a hunger strike on July 23. Six of the 
strikers could not stand the persecution by the prison authorities and 
took food on the fourth day. But the other nine held out till August 2. 
A compromise was reached through the mediation of the Human 
Rights Committee. The points agreed upon were: The prison 
authorities will never make a reprisal; a public hearing will be held in 
regard to the treatment of the prisoners; it must be called in question 
that the students are denied writing and forbidden to read news- 
papers and magazines and allowed to meet people within a limited 
category; we have been subjected to duplicate oppression as 
common prisoners and political offenders; the Security Planning 
Agency, Ministry of Justice, and prosecutors should personally 
investigate the present incident and call the governor of the prison 
and others to account. 

This took place about two weeks ago. Seven men are still kept in 
prison in revenge. It looks like that the investigation of the incident 
was made on August 7. We must continue to watch how it will 
develop in future. I will fight to the bitter end to bring about the day 
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when the justice of God will overflow this land like a river. The 
Human Rights Committee had demanded the dismissal of the 
Minister of Home Affairs in connection with the Songam Church 
incident, and in the present case it must demand the removal of the 
Minister of Justice if the authorities do not keep their promise. 

Representative 3 (woman)—I was taken into custody on account 
of the incident of the Wonpung Labour Union. I think you know 
well the truth of this incident through publications. All the more so 
because the government conducted a great deal of malicious 
propaganda about it through the mass media. I am grateful to you 
from the bottom of my heart for our release, considering it to be the 
outcome of your active faith and practical prayer. 

Those who made the gangsters attack us and locked up the 
chairman of our labour union branch for 17 hours went unchecked 
swaggering about the streets in the daytime, and we lost jobs and 
landed in the dungeon for the reason of protesting against it. This is 
the way things go in this country. Over 500 workers are roaming 
about the streets refusing to sign a vow. They get a new place with 
great difficulty, but soon are fired again. 

The leaders of the labour union were all Christians, either 
Protestant or Catholic. We were so busy every day that we had no 
time for reading the gospel. But this time we have had an opportunity 
to read the Bible to our great joy. I am deeply grateful. I think this 
will be of help in the labour movement in future. 

When we were told we would be set free, we were glad believing 
that the truth of the Wonpung case had been made clear. But we were 
disappointed to learn that in reality it was an amnesty on the 
occasion of the August 15 liberation anniversary. We should pray 
more. 

We went on hunger strikes three times in prison. For 30 days we 
refused to take food served by the authorities. We made a six-point 
demand. They were: to drop the policy of stifling the democratic 
labour unions; to punish the government officials and the rep- 
resentative of the international group—chairman of the board of 
directors of the Wonpung Woolen Mill who caused the calling out of 
thugs; to reinstate the Wonpung Labour Union; to put an end to 
political trials; to abolish the discrimination of political offenders 
from common prisoners in their treatment; and for the south Korean 
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church to organize the boycott of the goods of the international 
group in and outside the country. 

There was a little improvement in only one of the points, the 
question of discrimination in the treatment of prisoners. Before that, 
we had only been allowed to meet families but not friends, although 
the common prisoners were permitted to meet their friends. We had 
also been forbidden to write to friends. We had not been let out of the 
cells to cast away the dishwater and even to do the washing 
characteristic of female. These things were permitted to the political 
prisoners, too. This was indeed a change. 

We did not want to be released so long as the truth of our case 
was not made clear. This is a matter with a bearing on the 
development and democratization of this country, isn’t 1t? 

Distorted facts should be brought to light. The wicked people 
should be here in our place. This had been our thought, but when we 
were told to leave prison, we came out of it without offering 
resistance. Even though we are out, things are not over. Our struggle 
will start now. I beg you to render support to us even when you hear 
the mere sound of “Won” of the word Wonpung. 

Representative 4 (woman)}—I was imprisoned in connection with 
the Control Data incident, on the charge of opposing the closing 
down of the factory and the dismissal of six union cadres. 

It is wanted to check the arbitrary behaviours of multinational 
enterprises. But this is really a difficult job. The Americans are truly 
vicious. If you have relations or friends who serve with that sort of 
enterprise, please tell them to beware of the wolves in the guise of 
sheep. (Applause and cheers.) 

Judicial officers would say hideous things. I consider it a shame 
even to mention it. (The audience asked her to speak about it.) Then I 
will take for an example Prosecutor Kim Sung Ryol of the south 
branch of the public prosecutors office who handles offenders 
against public peace. He insulted us by uttering such words as “‘It is 
as good as doing trade by showing ‘it’ off at the East Gate market 
that you ask the Americans to raise your wages.”” Then he made us 
fall on our knees. As we are uneducated, we could not expose the fact 
with dignity in the court. (There were prolonged cries of indignation 
among the audience.) I will endeavour to develop myself so as not to 
fall short of your expectations. 
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Representative 5—I was put in jail for involvement in the so- 
called Purim case. This time seven persons have been released, and 
four still remain behind bars. I cannot thank the Human Rights 
Committee enough. It is thanks to you that I have come back with 
such a healthy body. Paul said that because he was imprisoned, the 
gospel rather made progress. I think that in this country, too, our 
imprisonment will advance justice and democracy. So long as the 
conditions in this country do not change, we are as good as in jail no 
matter where we may be. Release from prison means only that the 
area of the cell has become wider than one pyong. Knock at the door, 
and it will be opened. The door has been opened due to the struggle 
of the families of the conscientious offenders. When they caught us 
students of Pusan University, they bragged that this time they seized 
hold of the Red force the existence of which in Pusan they had 
scented. Then they put us to the torture of roast chicken in an 
attempt to frame us up as Reds. The chicken roasted whole two years 
ago has now come back alive and well. A young body recovers 
quickly. I would like to strive unyieldingly in concert with you for the 
comrades still in prison and for democracy and justice. 

Representative 6—I had been secretary general of the Hanguk 
Amnesty Office, but I went through ordeals on the charge of 
involvement in the so-called National-Liberation Front of South 
Korea. Six of those involved in the case of the National-Liberation 
Front have been freed this time and 26 still remain in the cells. The 
case dates back to immediately before the death of Pak Jung Hi. 
People victimized at that time are still languishing in the dungeon 
and this is the most eloquent proof that the Chon Du Hwan 
government is the successor to the revitalized system of Pak Jung Hi. 
I would like to inform this welcome of today and even the 
atmosphere of this room to the friends still kept in prison. I did 
nothing worthy of this welcome. 

From 1973 to 1983 I was imprisoned four times. This 1s 
tantamount to the finishing of a four-year university course. Three 
of them were on charges of violation of Emergency Decree No. 97, 
and this last time I was stigmatized as a communist connected with 
the National-Liberation Front of South Korea. A man accused of 
offence against the National Security Law and the former Anti- 
Communist Law is treated differently from ordinary people. This isa 
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rough and wild time. I am grateful for your wholehearted efforts. 
Present here are Mr. Ham Sok Hon whom I have been respecting 
since I was a high school boy and President Kim Yong Sam with 
whom I had the honour of carrying on the democratic movement. I 
am not acommunist nor a man of a similar category. I was opposed 
to the October Revitalization and to the Pak regime. 

Is the 1980’s not an important period of life or death for south 
Korea? Unity should be achieved within south Korea, too. There 
must be no practice of readily pushing a man to the side of the enemy. 
I was born in 1945, the year of liberation. I have two children. I 
should like to love them not because they are my children but 
because they will shoulder the future of our nation. Pray continue to 
care for the people in prison since they are living according to the 
dictates of their conscience and are men of importance for de- 
mocracy and reunification, even if they are not your families. 

In prison everyone feels lonely. And he who has no objective will 
be all the more lonely, won’t he? In this sense I did not feel so solitary. 
It is my greatest desire that all of those in prison will be released as 
soon as possible and welcomed like this and sing together the songs 
of democracy, freedom and reunification. 

Then a prayer was offered again. Today’s release is not 
attributable to the “benevolence” of those in power. People believe it 
is result of the constant prayer of the faithful and a boon of God and 
express thanks. Even though Jesus Christ was crucified, he made 
Peter who wanted to return to his old job of fisherman the Head of 
his Disciples. Now may he lead us, the frail people, to become the 
beacon of this nation, to become the personification not of hatred 
but of love, and to serve our Lord with a humble mind! The prayer 
went on in this manner. 

It was announced that on August 25, Thursday, a public hearing 
would be held concerning the current system of penalization. Again 
a psalm was sung. 


We refuse to submit, to kneel down meaninglessly. 
We refuse to live a life left at the mercy of Fate. 
Our faith will fly high in the sky like the eagle 
And the wishes of our Lord will be realized. 

We will live this life with loud pride. 


The closing prayer was also a passionate one. It went on: Our 
faith in you vacillated time and again. Many times we resented God 
and stamped with vexation, for it appeared that love was smothered 
miserably by brute force and that truth was being swallowed up for 
ever by falsehood. But today we feel in our hearts that love, truth and 
justice are alive. We can confess that God is the god of justice and 
victory. May our love become more ardent! May truth become 
more bright! Still now we have no freedom. Whether in prison or 
outside, we people are bound by the truce line (meaning the 
Military Demarcation Line—Tr.). Pray give us the days df joy at an 
early date! 

Here the chairman suddenly asked Mr. Kim Yong Sam to make a 
speech. The latter said: 

“T little thought I would be asked to give an address, so I have not 
prepared a speech in advance. For more than three years since the 
May 1|7 coup, I have never spoken at a microphone. And never 
before have I addressed such a large audience. Given such an 
opportunity at this hour of extending a warm welcome to you who 
have gone through an ordeal, Iam deeply moved. Allow me to read 
out here today by way of my greeting the joint statement of Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung and me published on the occasion of the August 15 
liberation anniversary. Due to my recent hunger strike, my house 
arrest was lifted. During my confinement I thought of many things. I 
found it hard to give a phone call or to write to Mr. Kim Dae Jung in 
Washington. So I proposed to him through a secret channel to 
publish a joint statement and gave him full power on a blank sheet of 
paper to prepare it. To this he answered by entrusting me with the 
whole matter of drafting it. Thus, I published the joint statement 
before foreign reporters on August 13, at 8:30 a.m. I think Mr. Kim 
Dae Jung did the same at the same hour in Washington.” 

Then Mr. Kim Yong Sam began to read it stumblingly after a 
preliminary that since he had not made any special preparation for 
the occasion, he only had a.copy in small letters which it would be 
hard to read. Although the statement had been intended for the 
people of the country, it had only been known to the foreign 
correspondents. Now it had to be heard by hundreds of audience 
present as representatives of the entire people. Not a line of it had 
been reported in the papers at home. Thus the statement with the 
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title ‘““The Struggle for Democracy Is the Struggle for National 
Independence and Liberation—on the Occasion of 38th Anniversary 
of August 15 Liberation” was read out for 20 minutes. It was hailed 
by a prolonged applause and cheers. 

This is the report about a meeting of sanity and conscience in the 
time of insanity. Brute force will stagger before the voices of 
conscience and its own ruin. 


From Assassination to Plane Crash 


It seems that the contemporary people are not moved without a 
strong stimulus. As long as there is no sensational incident they 
remain indifferent. And even a shocking event will soon be forgotten 
with the appearance of a new incident and new information. This is 
probably a way of life according to the principle of living only for the 
moment. But many of them will remain in subconsciousness. Is this 
not the reason why the people of today become immoral and 
irrational and are always uneasy with fright at something? 

In the meantime, the whole of south Korea was seething with the 
scandal of Myongsong group. Nobody knows how far this group 
expanded through collaboration with a bank and enlistment of 
private money lenders and with the backing of people of influence. 
Moreover, it is said that where these money lenders are living is not 
known. Then the rumours had it that a colossal amount of money 
was invested in this business by Pak Gun Hye, the daughter of the ex- 
President Pak Jung Hi, who had once been made a popular figure in 
the political circles. Even according to the headlines of newspapers, 
everything baffles our imagination and the money loaned amounts 
to astronomical figures. 

It is reported that the Hyehwadong branch office of the 
Commercial Bank withheld the payment of 106.6 billion won. The 
reason is that the loaning was a private dealing based on the use of 
“handwritten passbooks” and not a regular business of the bank. 
The Myongsong group had got permissions to build condominiums 
with 2,585 suites of rooms in Mt. Solak, Paegam, Ryongin, 
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Yangpyong and Mt. Chiri. Of them 1,942 have already been com- 
pleted and the rest are mostly under construction at present. As for 
the lotting-out prices of the condominiums, a suite with a floor space 
of 18 pyong is 4,950,000 won and 36 pyong is 9,700,000 won or so. 
Ownership by lotting-out means that a family can use their suite of 
rooms only for 28 days a year. The condominiums belonging to the 
Myongsong group in all parts of the country are run on the system 
that the family can use for 28 days that much space in any of them 
which is better furnished than a hotel, it is said. Moreover, 
speculative enthusiasm was fanned with the advertisement that if 
only one buys it, it will sell like fun at a premium. 

In Yangpyong this sort of condominium occupies 1,500,000 
pyong of land. In the national park, Mt. Solak, there is a hotel with its 
five silvery-white tall buildings in an area of 580,000 pyong. There is a 
large conspicuous sign ““Ryok”’ (meaning strength) in the middle of 
the complex and there are boats floating on an artificial lake. It also 
has a 18-hole golf course and a recreation ground. Being a national 
park, it could be regarded as an unexplored region for an en- 
trepreneur. But how was it possible for the Myongsong to enter and 
build up such a kingdom there? It is rumoured that it could not have 
done so without securing the influence of Li Sun Ja, wife of Chon Du 
Hwan. Before she mounted the seat of power, this woman had been 
called ‘‘Lady Pok” and bent on building up a fortune. And now her 
sphere of operation has been expanded on a national scale. In south 
Korea the real estate agency is called Pok-dok-bang. Therefore, 
women engaged in real estate speculations are called ‘“‘Lady Pok”’ 

Li Gyu Dong, the father of Li Sun Ja, was a senior of Chon Du 
Hwan. Even after becoming President, the latter cannot hold up his 
head before the former. Li Gyu Dong 1s said to have been ensconced 
in a gorgeous room, the advisor’s office, of the Myongsong 
group. Needless to say, the investigators deny that. In such 
conditions the 21 companies of the Myongsong group have grown 
bigger like bamboo shoots after a rain over the past four years. This 
means that stupendous amounts of money, hundreds of billion won 
the source of which is not named, was mobilized. But it is too absurd 
to shift the responsibility for this illicit case on to Director Kim Chol 
Ho and deputy chief of the Hyehwadong branch office of the 
Commercial Bank Kim Dong Gyom. They say that this deputy 
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chief Kim mobilized colossal amounts of funds and brought about 
the case of 106.6 billion won. Be that as it may, why did the 
government give permissions at random so that Kim Chol Ho might 
talk big and carry advertisements on end in newspapers, building 
hotels, condominiums, pleasure parks and golf links on an extensive 
scale in unexplored areas? Why only now are the population of the 
city of Sokcho, Yangpyong County, Kurye County and so on where 
those structures are located accusing the Myongsong group of 
violation of laws such as the architectural law? Why have they kept 
silent till now? 

When such questions were raised, the police took into custody 
Yun Ja Jung, director of the Taehan Corporation for the Promotion 
of Foreign Trade, and others. We are told that when he was Minister 
of Transport, this Yun helped the Myongsong group in return fora 
bribe of 85 million won. When Chon Du Hwan and his gang staged 
the May 17 coup d’etat in 1980, Yun Ja Jung was chief of staff of the 
air force. It must be said that the whole story of the case is getting lost 
in a still more inextricable maze. I would like to quote the comment 
of a journalist friend of mine: 

‘The authorities are advertising, ‘Rumours that it was the doing 
of Li Sun Ja and Li Gyu Dong clan were so rife that we conducted a 
very extensive investigation, and the finding is that a few of their 
subordinates were to blame.’ And the mass media are playing a part 
in this propaganda. They are trying hard to frame up a few men as 
the culprits. While such irregularities occur one after another, the 
Chon Du Hwan band are advertising their own honesty and integrity 
and clamouring still more loudly for wiping out illegalities and 
corrupt practices. This is a demonic way of action. Under the 
influence of the press propaganda the people at large may probably 
believe that Li Sun Ja has nothing to do with the case. But sensible 
people will not believe that. First of all, under the reign of this 
government unheard-of irregularities and corruptions connected 
with astronomical amounts of money take place one after another. 
How can this be tolerated? Some people say that as they inquired 
into the truth, they found out that the objective of the recent press 
campaign was to prove the innocence of Li Sun Ja. But they are too 
naive. If that was what mattered, it would have been better to keep 
the lid. on it. Thus, the matter has been brought to light and the 
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rumours about it will not disappear. Anyhow, this case is too hard a 
blow to the Chon Du Hwan government. 

‘Just as in the case of Chang Ryong Ja which happened before, 
they tried to wring money out of the bank recklessly, but ran up 
against the limitations. So they rigged up the Myongsong group and 
gave extensive publicity to it to suck up tremendous amounts of 
money floating in the private loan market. This is not a proper way 
of doing business. Because the lenders made available their ill-gotten 
money for illicit loaning, they cannot help but bear silently. This is 
how Chon Du Hwan and his gang build up an enormous private 
fortune and also raise money for their political activities. In this way 
those in power perpetrate robbery and plunder in broad daylight. 
Although the National Assembly is no more than a voting machine 
and an ornament, there will be general elections to it next year. It is 
estimated that even under the present electoral system, the 
Democratic Justice Party, the ruling party, will suffer a wholesale 
defeat in the elections. This is why they need money to seduce and 
win over even army generals. 

“In the past the Pak Jung Hi regime, too, employed various 
methods to wheedle out money, such as stock manipulation, four 
scandals, profiteering by the Sambun (sugar, flour and cement), 
importation of Japanese cars, etc., didn’t it? Bank irregularities of 
tens of billion won class are reported in succession. What is most 
repulsive is the attitude of the United States that leaves alone such a 
government allegedly for the sake of security and anti-communism. | 
reckon they only have an eye to plunder rather than security, anti- 
communism and peace.”’ 

Where will the rest of the private money flow now that their 
outlet has been blocked up? The Chon Du Hwan band will surely 
contrive many other ways to rob them. The fuss about such 
irregularities and corruptions was soon dropped from the news- 
papers thanks to the Korean Airline plane incident. Many people 
involved in the Myongsong case including Yun Ja Jung are perhaps 
murmuring, ““Are we forsaken by the Chon Du Hwan band after 
being exploited like this?” This is a raw deal of the new generation 
unheard of even in the days of Pak Jung Hi. Their trial, as in the case 
of political offenders, will be held behind closed doors and its 
proceedings will be kept secret to the people. 
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It was announced on September | that ‘““a KAL jumbo plane due to 
arrive at Seoul at 5:30 this morning was forced to land in Sakhalin of 
the Soviet Union.” The next day the report said that it was shot 
down by a Soviet missile and ‘‘the death of all of the 269 persons 
aboard is certain.” The atmosphere was filled with surprise and 
sorrow. 

Concerning this incident, a journalist friend of mine commented: 

“Newspapers wrote editorially that before anything else, the 
responsibility for the mistake of the KAL plane must be called in 
question, and this incident has nothing to do with the inferior 
military power. Real strength of a nation means the strength of its 
people, which consists in the fact that all of them work hard at their 
posts and build up their unity. The papers criticized the absurd view 
of Chon Du Hwan who tried immediately to approach it from a 
military angle. At present America and Japan are using this incident 
to the maximum in their anti-Soviet campaigns. Even if south Korea 
follows suit, it must begin by making an apology. But Chon Du 
Hwan has not the least idea to do so. He thinks anything must be 
fussed about. He feels uneasy when there is no storm. When this 
storm 1s over attacks will surely be directed against the KAL. The 
KAL belongs to the Hanjin group. The Hanjin is an enterprise which 
has been criticized most vehemently, isn’t it? It has been regarded as 
the most vicious enterprise which made money by dealing in the 
waste goods of the US army and from the Vietnamese war. The 
recent tragedy resulted from the physical constitution of this 
enterprise, I must say. And it is said that Japanese capital has the 
largest share in it.” 

My friend went on to say that after this the Chon Du Hwan band 
stated that the meeting of the Interparliamentary Union will be 
boycotted by the eastern side to cause embarrassment. This was 
probably why the anti-Soviet meetings were called off in two or three 
days. He further remarked: 

“Incidents like this reveal what kind of age the present time 1s. It 
is characterized by crazy armaments buildup and war readiness, and 
mad campaigns. Riding on this current, Chon Du Hwan 1s 
screaming, shelving the KAL plane’s senseless violation of airspace. 
Like everything else, language has also become violent.” 

Now he said that due to the incident of the KAL plane’s violation 
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of Soviet airspace, the news of assassination of Aquino has subsided. 
It appears there is something behind this, he whispered. Death of 
Aquino, downing of the KAL plane and Reagan’s projected visit to 
east and south Asia in November. There is a too obviously strange 
coincidence between these happenings. In particular, they feel 
something queer about the United States in recent time, he says. It 
seems to him that the American military, too, like some other 
country’s, runs away all by itself, bypassing politics, and produces 
troubles. We may say that Reagan and, in particular, the hawks and 
military of the United States have gained too much at the sacrifice of 
269 lives. Anti-communism, armaments expansion, aid to violent 
power in Asia and re-election of Reagan. Counting up in this way, I 
wonder who, what kind of man, is producing the present state of 
affairs to cause miseries to the multitude of people. With this my 
friend heaved a deep sigh of grief. 

‘The first objective of Reagan’s east and south Asian visit will be 
to get the greatest number of things from Japan. There is a foreign 
trade friction, and so it is profitable to America to divert Japan 
actively to anti-communism and rearmament. At least, it will mean 
some gains to America. And he deems it necessary to support the 
military dictatorships in Asia. During the Kwangju incident 
Wickham, Commander of the United States Armed Forces in south 
Korea, supported Chon Du Hwan and insulted the Korean people 
by calling them ‘migratory rats’ He is now US Army chief of staff. 
The domination of Asia and the world by this America cannot 
escape the challenge of the masses. So the distress of the masses 
continues. The powerful military will scorn the conscientious and 
critical voices and moves everywhere. But immoral power will go 
under sooner or later.” 
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RANGOON INCIDENT 


October 17, 1983 


Endless Bog 


Scandals and bloodshed continue. According to the data con- 
firmed by the prosecutors office alone, the case of Mrs. Chang 
Ryong Ja last year is a scandal of 400 billion won level. Last August a 
scandal of the Myongsong group was made public. The amount of 
money swindled out in conspiracy with the Hyehwadong branch 
office of the Commercial Bank alone reaches 115.8 billion won, it was 
reported. Then, this was followed by the embezzlement of 26.8 
billion won in the Credit Bank. Further, it was disclosed last 
September that the central branch of the Chohung Bank illegally 
disposed of 167 billion won hand in glove with the Yongdong 
Development Promotion Group. The bank clerks stole out the seal 
of the head of the branch office and caused such amazing scandals. 
And the people involved in these cases have close connection with 
Mrs. Chang Ryong Ja. In this bog, people heard of the KAL plane 
incident on September | and the Rangoon incident in Burma on 
October 9. It may be said that bloody incidents are going hand in 
hand with scandals. Will the KAL plane incident be consigned to 
oblivion in this sequence of horrible happenings? 

In Seoul it is often said that the taxi driver is a mirror of the social 
state of affairs. But they cannot be simply rated as critical and 
resistant-minded. When the streets become noisy due to the students’ 
demonstrations, they often complain their business is spoilt. This 1s 
quite understandable. If the social conditions aggravate even a little, 
their incomes fall off. This in turn reduces their take-home earnings, 
threatening their living for the day. So, their voice represents the 
voices of the common people. They must run 500 kilometres a day to 
get a daily pay of 15,000 won. If the takings are small, their daily 
income drops. Should they violate traffic regulations, they have to 


25 


pay a fine of up to 30,000 won. 

The fare of a call taxi is twice as much as that of an ordinary taxi. 
Among the owners of such call taxis there are many who were 
formerly army generals. Even after retiring from the army, they 
belong to the privileged, wealthy circles, owning deluxe apartment 
houses which they sometimes rent out to foreigners. When a rumour 
was afloat that ordinary cabdrivers have become critical against the 
government and come to pin hopes on the demonstrations of the 
students, the authorities struck out a novel idea. They employed 
students to work as assistant traffic controller on the streets on a 
daily pay of 7,000 won. Wearing the green cap of the New Village 
Movement with the badge of “‘student”’, they control taxis. In this 
way the authorities set the students against the taxi drivers. 

This much is the policy invented by the Chon Du Hwan clique. 
These days the discontented voices of the taxi drivers are rising 
higher. Speaking of the KAL incident, they even say unhesitatingly, 
“The Soviet Union is said to have shot down the plane which 
intruded into its airspace. But our country will also do the same. At 
the time of Pak Jung Hi regime they shot an American army 
helicopter which flew over the vicinity of the Blue House, didn’t 
they?” They also address their passengers with such a question, 
‘Captain Chon Byong In of the KAL plane was said to be the first- 
rate pilot, and wasn’t he the pilot of Chon Du Hwan’s special 
plane?’ When they only feel that their passengers are critical against 
the government, they pour out denunciations against Chon and his 
gang. At a time when shrewd fellows get hold of a stupendous sum 
of money through the swindling of hundreds of billions of won and 
take flight to the United States, the cabdrivers think there is no one 
so stupid as they are. What is to be done to deal with such a 
trend? 

It may possibly be said that this moral and spiritual degeneration 
is the most horrible outcome of the corruption engendered by the 
dictatorial power. An honest and conscientious worker appears a 
fool. In an atmosphere where people dream of making a fortune at a 
stroke through corruption, what will become of the coming genera- 
tion? Because the present government is quite unstable, it comes to 
put spurs on such a trend. Since state power itself and Chon Du 
Hwan and his family themselves are the source producing this bog, 
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we cannot but say that it is past redemption. Chon isnot supported 
even by the military men who acted in concert with him when he was 
seizing power. He is distrustful of everyone around him. A few 
months ago when he attempted to revise the Constitution, strong 
opposition came from the young high-ranking officers, it is 
rumoured. He says he will retire at the end of his first seven-year term 
after keeping office for four years more from now. But how its he 
going to manage the present situation in which there is none but 
himself who is accessible to power? Things are more shocking than at 
the time when Pak Jung Hi was in power. Maybe he is thinking 
nonchalantly that when the time comes, things will take care of 
themselves somehow or other. He will possibly try to remain in 
power on some pretext. 

It may be an easy job to trample underfoot by a coup the present 
Constitution which stipulates that a President can only hold one 
term of office. But do they think that they can cope with the violent 
storm which will arise in that case? Since his seizure of power in 1980 
was such a reckless thing, he is probably hoping for “‘a stroke of good 
luck”’ that he will be able to pull through any alarming situation by 
force. In reality, it is rather questionable if he could hold out for four 
years from now, so it will be more truthful to say that he has no 
mental composure to think of other things. 

They say that all recent financial scandals are closely associated 
with this uneasiness of Chon Du Hwan and his band. Now many 
people have come to think that he and his family, the family of his 
wife’s parents and his own younger brothers are all involved in all of 
these scandals. Like Chon’s wife Li Sun Ja and people of her parents’ 
home, his brother Chon Gyong Hwan, director of the central office 
of the New Village Movement, has real power. Newspapers reported 
that he cut the tape for the exhibition of south Korea’s ancient 
culture opened at Nagoya on September 22 under the sponsorship of 
the Chunichi Newspaper of Japan. While Chon Du Hwan travels 
abroad, he is said to keep watch on the army in case a coup should be 
staged. Pak Jung Hi had faithful subordinates to defend him. Chon 
finds himself driven into a situation in which he cannot put faith in 
people other than his own family and relatives. Therefore, he is 
compelled to keep on causing large financial scandals to get 
operational funds and money for political activities and build up a 
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fortune to provide for their own future. My journalist friend went on 
to explain: 

‘“‘Next year’s elections are of course important for them, but it is 
said that even now they are paying extra allowances to the army 
officers of battalion commander class and upwards every month. 
They are taking away private loaning funds together with public 
money through banks. Now that they are unable to meet the 
financial demands with the money they are sucking up in return for 
granting concessions, they are, as it were, wresting away money. 
After causing a scandal, they let the involved men escape to the 
United States. They make the newspapers write that once they have 
gone to America, it is hardly possible to bring them back. As in the 
case of the Myongsong group scandal, there has not been a formal 
trial in connection with so many bank scandals. Even if a court is 
held, the public are not admitted, and no report is given about the 
trial. Even the public do not know if there is a trial or not. The only 
thing made public is the prosecutor’s indictment.” 

This sort of man in power tries to pass himself off as representative 
of freedom, democracy and justice. We are stunned by his use of such 
words without the least hesitation. At a press conference in late 
August, Chon Du Hwan assumed the same attitude and said brazen- 
facedly that the present Constitution was precisely a dem- 
ocratic constitution, that “‘now is not the time to call for democracy 
but to put it into effect” and that the people would be well aware that 
in this sense he was acting on democratic lines more faithfully than 
anyone else. Further he said that the present time was “‘an epoch 
when the way of thinking to have recourse to money and power 
should be dropped”’ and had the cheek to mouth that in this respect 
everyone should follow his example. What can ever compare with 
this impudence? 

The Demon assumes the shape of God. This must be the innate 
mode of existence for it. A theologist told me that the present time is 
the eschatological and apocalyptic age. 

“Those demons unscrupulously deceive people with the 
fundamental-coloured words such as second liberation and three 
freedoms from poverty, war and oppression. They are nothing but 
satans disguised in the biblical image. Frightened by this, people 
want to escape from politics. If one lacks some conscience and a right 
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eye of faith, he cannot bear and cannot but shudder. If one has no 
unshaken creed, he will give in. Therefore, the fighting young people 
are studying so hard underground and strengthen their ethical 
posture. 

“The powers that be take a more malicious attitude, so the 

distinctions between right and wrong become clearly visible. But 
while the whole nation rejects them, it fears and evades, I should 
say.” 
He added that in this situation US President Reagan would paya 
visit and show off his support to Chon Du Hwan, attempting to 
insult the Korean people. In 1979, prior to his south Korean visit, 
Carter, the then President, handed over a list of about 100 political 
offenders to the south Korean Ambassador in the United States and 
pressed for their release. If Reagan visits south Korea without doing 
so, the anti-US sentiments of the Koreans will surely increase. My 
friend spoke in an indignant tone. I wonder how long this state of 
quagmire will continue. 


Intrigue and Manipulation 


True, even a shocking event may be forgotten with the lapse of 
time. But it leaves a strange rumour among the people for a long 
time. When the KAL plane was shot down on September |, we heard 
that Reagan who was informed of the fact wore a bright smile on his 
face rather than showing a surprise and sorrow. When the Minister 
of Culture and Information of south Korea appeared on TV for its 
announcement, his expression was far from sad, but gave an 
impression that he was trying hard to hold back the feeling of praise, 
it was widely rumoured. So, this incident took on a political nature at 
once and its real circumstances have not yet been confirmed. Not 
only that, in spite of the fact that the KAL and its parent company 
Hanjin group are responsible for this incident caused by their plane 
by mistaking its course, their boss is not criticized but rather 
pretends to be an innocent victim without being ashamed. 

An incident is not treated as one which has happened naturally as 


29 


a historical necessity, but is immediately turned into a political issue. 
Objective facts are ignored, and unreality and untruths are forced 
upon the people to accept as facts. The virtual image takes the place 
of the truth to settle down among us. For this purpose the mass 
media of south Korea under control play the role of an efficient 
tool. 

At present the United States’ operations in south Korea are 
complex. The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
also has a part. Its headquarters is in the Philippines, and it is said to 
play the part of cat’s paw for the CIA of the United States. Religions 
are also operating. Feigning extreme conservatism, they openly 
denounce the churches saying that Reds have infiltrated them. The 
Society of Religions and Democracy which has headquarters in the 
United States has rallied so-called right-wing intellectuals and 
received the donation of four million dollars even from South Africa. 
Such organizations are operating in south Korea, too. Their 
operation is a sort of violence. Violence calls up violence. 

In times like this, various problems crop up even among the 
resisting people. There are radical action groups. On the other hand, 
many shrewd people appear who utter radical words but do not want 
to act at all. There are not so many people who speak moderately but 
act resolutely. Anyway, when suppression is intensified and mass 
resistance becomes impossible, the only way out lies in terrorism. 
There is also a strong voice that it is the best strategy to drive the 
enemy into a moral quandary by a nonviolent movement. Terrorism 
will only provide the enemy with a pretext for a get-tough policy, 
won't it? To this one will retort, ‘“Terrorism will bring the situation 
to a head rather than merely aggravating it.” The implication is that 
now it is unthinkable that the people will side with the Chon clique 
even if terrorist actions are committed.” 

In times like this it may be unavoidable that terrorist acts should 
take place. When the ruler is very cruel and resorts to ruthless 
violence, terrorist acts ought to be regarded as an inevitable social 
phenomenon. And antagonism between the radicals and the mod- 
erates must be considered to benefit the enemy. The goal of struggle 
is one, and the differences only concern the ways and means. And 
both of them are helping each other, aren’t they? Such an idea Is 
coming to stay. among the fighting people. Therefore, the 
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moderates who favour nonviolence are not sorry or indignant at all 
at the occurrence of violent terrorist outrages. 

In fact, the Chon clique is in fear of terrorism. When Chon Du 
Hwan makes his appearance at a scene of war exercise or a parade of 
troops, he is surrounded by tanks and heavy weapons and their 
muzzles are levelled at the military men participating in it. For the 
first time no parade was held on October 1, the South Korean Armed 
Forces Day, this year. It looks like that Chon’s fear of terrorism from 
the military quarters is increasing from day to day. Under such 
circumstances it is not likely that terrorism will consolidate the ruling 
setup. Will it not expose the violence, immorality and incompetence 
of Chon Du Hwan to the people of the country and the world public? 

On the night of September 22, around half past njpe, a time bomb 
exploded in front of the main entrance of the American Cultural 
Centre in Taegu. One man died and four got injured. This was the 
third of the similar incidents, following the cases of incendiarism on 
the United States Information Service in Kwangju in December 1980 
and on the American Cultural Centre in Pusan in March 1982. The 
incident was of a larger scale than before. The investigation 
authorities and the mass media immediately stated that it was a case 
connected with outside. They insist that in view of the general 
meeting of the ASTA scheduled to open in Seoul on September 25 
where 4,000 representatives of tourist business from 128 countries 
will gather and of the general meeting of the Interparliamentary 
Union slated for October 2, the terrorist incident was aimed at 
causing misgivings about public peace in south Korea and giving a 
“distorted idea’’ of the “south Korea-US relations which are more 
solid than ever before.” 

This incident, too, was thus politicized at once. Immersed in 
stratagem and manipulation, the objective truth of the case was 
ignored. This time, however, unlike in other cases, the incident was 
reported only once, and nothing has been said of it again till now. 
How will this incident be treated from now? And who will pull the 
wires? In the bog of darkness they will only face up to such intrigues 
and manipulation with honesty and faith, the resistant people say. 
These people think truth is the only way to overcome vile stratagems. 

Demonstrations of resistance and distribution of leaflets con- 
tinue in all universities. Although the demonstrations cannot 
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develop into very massive ones due to the strict watch, they are 
staged sporadically. After the autumn sports contest between Yonsei 
and Koryo Universities was forcibly called off, the students of 
Koryo University fought by refusing to attend classes and raided the 
students affair section, where they found and destroyed its reports to 
the authorities about the tendencies of the students. When they got 
hold of the documents in which the professor who headed the section 
was making a report nothing short of secret information about the 
students, they trembled with anger. In the previous school term, too, 
this sort of secret report resulted in the pressganging into the army of 
over 30 students. One of them died in the barracks. The army 
authorities announced that it was a suicide, but the students regard it 
as a murder case. In the document of Koryo University “Let Us Fly 
the Flag of Democracy in the Ravaged Anam Valley,” there is a 
verse quoted from the poem of Sin Dong Yop, a poet who had diéd in 
1969. 


Even without words we know well. 

I have you by my side and abreast of you, 
Others with their hearts ablaze. 

All of us march on with one desire. 


It’s their den today. 
But though the night is long, we’ll win tomorrow. 


“We Appeal to the Patriotic Students and All—Declaration 
against the Chon Du Hwan _ Dictatorship’ adopted at 
Songgyungwan University on September 26 is also replete with bitter 
erief and determination. The students lamented, “Is this the very 
reality of our advanced motherland in mourning?” The students 
used the expression ““Advanced motherland in mourning” to scorn 
at the catchword “‘advanced motherland” put up by the Chon clique. 
Is the substance of the slogan “Realization of justice society’ .a series 
of government-patronized financial irregularities like the Chang 
Ryong Ja case and the Myongsong group case? The authorities 
chased away the roadside peddlers to flatter the foreign guests 
attending the meetings of the ASTA and the IPU. This even resulted 
in,a suicide case. Those international functions are nasty tricks to 
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secure the foreign recognition of the authenticity of the power they 
robbed by force of arms. Therefore, “unable to remain idle 
onlookers any more’, we cannot but turn out in the streets and fight, 
the declaration says. 

A print of Seoul University made a detailed analysis of the 
present state of affairs under Chon Du Hwan’s rule. The KAL plane 
incident disclosed the real nature of the trilateral relations between 
south Korea, Japan and America. The Chon Du Hwan band 
intrigued to trade on the incident to hush up many scandals. The 
print denounced this stance of the Chon government and declared 
that a rally for the restoration of democracy would be held on 
Kwanghwamun Street at 6:00 in the evening of September 30. That 
day policemen lined the streets from Chongno to Kwanghwamun at 
intervals of one metre till late at night. This rally thus proved 
abortive. But from late September to early October nearly 50 
students were apprehended and thrown into prison in Seoul alone. 

In order to keep power in the hands of a handful of men against 
the will of the entire nation, intrigues and manipulations are 
unavoidable. All sorts of manoeuvrings for maintaining a feigned 
state of war must be continued to rule the country. But although they 
manipulate history behind the scenes in this way, history will 
advance beyond their control. It may be said that there is a god of 
history that steers them that way. I have a strong feeling that the 
power of history is working to destroy them through their own 
doings and their own sword. Even if one makes every effort to 
survive and big countries try to prop him up, he who is destined to 
fall will fall. Because they see this inevitability of history, the people 
feel a thrill and even a joy in their struggle. Chon Du Hwan will still 
experience many setbacks in future. Then, he will go to ruin in the 
end. This is already a process beyond retrieve. 


A Bloodthirsty Man 


The more the people resist, the more he tries to escalate his 
power. Either in the case of the KAL plane incident or in the case of 


ie Be 


the Rangoon incident, the powers sought to arouse sorrow and 
indignation among the people. But the people became all the more 
apathetic. Thus, only uneasiness and fear increased. The way out for 
Chon Du Hwan and his clan to survive lies through easing the 
situation unnoticed, it seems. But the conditions will be aggravated 
and brought to a catastrophe. Since the people are opposed to this 
increase in their brute force, they think that if Chon had died in 
Rangoon, history would have. changed. 

Violence invokes violence. Since Chon and his gang resort to 
violence, the people, too, take to violence. However hard they may 
try to call forth the sorrow of the people through the mass media, and 
however earnestly they may preach that it was a stroke of good luck 
amidst the said event that Chon and his wife escaped death, the 
people feel deep down in their hearts that gangsters lost their lives at 
the hands of gangsters. This is undeniable. So, even when orders 
were given to hand a flag draped in black, the people were not so 
responsive. They read newspapers but say nothing. How sad it is to 
die without being grieved by people! 

I would rather refrain from making many remarks about the “17 
martyrs to duty” who lost their lives at the Awungsan Mausoleum of 
Burma in the morning of October 9. My view is that this incident will 
not end merely as a happening in Burma but 1s a symbolic incident 
which is a collection of the contradictions of the Chon Du Hwan 
regime. The Rangoon incident gives a warning to Chon and his clan, 
but they are too devoid of reason to hear this voice of history. This 
incident, too, will only tend to increase their irrationality. Here I will 
confine myself to telling some of the dialogues I have had with my 
friends since the incident happened. 

“Nobody welcomed him. Nevertheless, he wanted to go about in 
that country without taking account of how things stood with the 
public peace there. That is to say, he tried to move about in the alien 
land where he was not respected. Since the situation in his country 
was beyond his control, he thought he would evade it and build up 
his dignity abroad. Is it not that he had taken along with him the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to propose military collabora- 
tion? They are always anxious to tie up with those in power no matter 
how immoral they may be. As they rule the country with brute force 
and money, they consider that everything could be settled 
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in the same way outside the country, too. At present a rumour Is 
afloat that Chon is a bloodthirsty man, a man who invokes 
bloodshed. Suffice to recall the Kwangju incident, the incident of 
policeman Son Nyong U, the crash of the airborne troops, the crash 
of the KAL plane and then the Rangoon incident. There has never 
been a ruler who caused so many cases of bloodshed. And here he is, 
the gangster, who massacred the citizens of Kwangju, calling others 
names for gangsterism. So there is no persuasion in his utterances. 
There is no telling what will happen from now, people say. 

“Of course, there can be a hypothesis that it was done by the 
north. But how come Chon cried out from the first that it was the 
doing of the north when there was no proof whatever? Granting that 
it was done by the north, if he had been a little more prudent, he 
might have received international sympathy. Because he lost no time 
in accusing the north and started an anti-communist campaign, there 
arose a suspicion that it might be his own trick. Moreover, he did not 
seem to be sorry in the least for the many people who lost their lives 
because of himself. He only said he was lucky enough to survive. He 
seems somehow to be an unfeeling and apathetic man. Further, it 1s 
strange that a state guest should arrive behind the appointed time at 
the scene. The killed were pro-American civilians who had been 
Doves, so to say. One of them, I have heard, had secretly asked an 
intimate friend of his some time before to think out a plan for a 
change because the government was beyond all hopes of salvation. 
So, it is said, Chon got rid of the fellows who were critical of him and 
propagandized that it was proof of infiltration from the north in his 
effort to create an atmosphere of terror. 

‘“‘A more serious rumour is circulating among the people now. 
When the incident happened, the US Seventh Fleet was cruising the 
sea off Southwest Asia. Even Prime Minister Kim Sang Hyop was 
dismissed owing to this incident and a new Cabinet has been formed 
by aman who is even beneath second rate. Before the incident Prime 
Minister Kim had received a secret information that even Chon Du 
Hwan might be killed, and he secretly manoeuvred. Because of this 
he has been expelled from the premiership at this moment when he is 
needed more than ever. There was an attempt at a coup d’etat in 
concert with this among young army officers. They did not cry for 
reprisals on the north but attempted to eliminate the Chon clique. 
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However, they seem to have failed this time, too. If the CIA of the 
United States pulled the wires behind the scenes, they must have 
planned it very cautiously. They must have used explosives made in 
the north. 

‘In order to replace a dictator, this sort of extraordinary means 
should be employed. 

“Since the Rangoon incident took place as a result of intrigues 
and manipulations, it will surely be left in the dark. In early October 
Kim Jong Pil returned home from his three-month overseas journey. 
He was met openly at the airport by a large number of former 
Republican leaders. This has already given rise to a rumour that the 
United States is trying to help him to power. In the financial circles 
he is received favourably. After the death of Pak Jung Hi in October 
1979 his way to power was blocked due to the veto of the army 
officers hailing from Kyongsang Province. But if Chon loses favour, 
he may possibly be accepted. Then there will certainly appear 
another union of the depraved. Will it be possible to tide over the 
crisis in this way? If not, the military will again come out to dominate 
the scene by force. 

“In this sense many people are following the developments 
wondering if the United States will take such a foolish decision. Is it 
impossible to give support to an honest and competent person 
chosen by the entire people at their free will and make him cope with 
the internal and external situations in a realistic way? If the United 
States should make a wrong choice in the future, too, it is very likely 
that the democrats will be compelled to take the path of revolution, 
that is, to resort to the fight for the second liberation against the 
United States. It seems that originally America has racial prejudice 
and a contempt for the masses. The Americans are probably swayed 
by foul realism or rather mammonism which regards only sword and 
purse as power. What sort of political choice is the United States 
going to make in south Korea after Chon Du Hwan’s fall? 

‘*“Now it appears everyone is thinking the fall of Chon Du Hwan 
an inevitability. Will the United States push ahead with such a plan 
in parallel with the political schedule in its territory and the 
international functions due to take place in succession in south 
Korea? Is it not its intension rather to back up Chon Du Hwan for 
the remaining four years at least? 
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“Once Wickham, Commander of the United States Armed 
Forces in south Korea, said that since the Korean people were 
‘migratory rats’ there would be no problem in the Chon clan’s rule. 
But the ‘migratory rats’ are certainly none other than Chon and his 
clan. If so, it can be said that the Rangoon incident merely means the 
death of ‘migratory rats’ There are many people who think this way. 
Because history shows that authoritarians, depraved elements and 
traitors to the nation have gone to ruin in the vortex of struggle for 
power. Such serious talks continue in Seoul after the Rangoon 
incident. 

“The happenings in modern history occurring in the whirlpool of 
intrigues and manipulations are shrouded in deep mystery. But it is 
positive that many of them are not a sign of a healthy era but an 
Ominous indicator of the fall of an era. In times like this, Asia has 
probably come to a point where begins turmoil. Is not this Asia going 
to erupt most violently in the Korean peninsula in the future?” 
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THE ROAD TO SEOUL 


January 17, 1984 


A Land of Lawlessness 


At the dawn of December 23 last year 172 political prisoners were 
set free. They were let out through the back gate or carried to the 
railway station by bus at the early dawn when it was still dark. 
Perhaps it was feared that they might shout for joy in front of the 
prison. They comprised 131 students who had led student demon- 
strations and 4! persons who had been involved in the so-called 
public peace case. It was made known that the rest of the offenders 
who had been sentenced to the same prison term on the same charge 
were not released because they did not repent and show signs of 
reformation. More than half of the released students had less than six 
months left until the expiration of their terms. There still remain 
more than 300 political offenders behind bars. Even now arrests are 
continued. This ““amnesty” is necessary even for keeping the number 
of political prisoners within some limits. Because now the prisons 
have also become battlefields. At a welcome meeting held in honour 
of the released people towards the end of last year, a representative of 
the church said: 

“Before long the spring will come, they say. It is said that the 
expelled professors and students will be allowed to return to the 
campus in the new school term next year. And as for the students, 
they will be exempted from paying fees for the first term, the 
newspapers say. Will such a spring come in reality? Is it not the 
intensions of the government to make the university authorities close 
the doors while it is pretending to grant favours? Don’t play a trick. 
They have arms in their hands, and yet are they so afraid? All the 
ousted professors, journalists and politicians should be reinstated. 
They pretend to be politicians although they are inexperienced in 
politics, and forbid the career politicians to engage in politics. What 
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kind of life are they asking the politicians to lead? They will do well to 
act with more assurance. Are they in fear while having such a great 
brute force at their command? 

“In Inchon six workers have been arrested. A protest has been 
lodged in the name of the heads of all religious orders. Workers are 
expelled from factories for their participation in the labour move- 
ment. When they barely find other jobs, the blacklist comes round 
and they are fired. There are workers who have been sacked as many 
as seven times. They went to the Labour Office to file a protest, only 
to be beaten up by combatant police unit. When they were 
hospitalized, they were taken to the police station from the hospital. 
They were detained on charges of assault. Is it possible to treat 
innocent persons so cruelly? Scrap the blacklist and let them out 
unconditionally and immediately. I have no other words to say 
about this matter. 

‘““At present the police in this country do not play their role 
properly. The judiciary has not a fraction of independence. I have 
recently seen a trial of students at court. It was entirely a wild affair. 
This is a lawless country. Young fellows sitting pretty in posts of 
authority are acting arbitrarily. A youth was declared guilty of 
insulting the state, but was acquitted at the High Court. Then the 
Highest Court ordered it to try the youth once more. And the judge 
who had acquitted him was fired. Where can we find a country like 
this? 

‘The members of the National Assembly are no more than the 
tools for the manoeuvring of power. Even the leader of a political 
party cannot give voice to what he thinks. The powers that be are at 
liberty to appoint or fire a party leader. So when I went abroad, I told 
people that there was no such thing as opposition parties in south 
Korea. There must be genuine opposition parties. But at present the 
press, the National Assembly and the judiciary are all nothing but 
servants of the men in power. 

“YT am ashamed even to remark. The authorities have the 
liberation theology criticized during the lesson of national ethics at 
school, although they are ignorant of theology. When did the 
Minister of Culture and Information study theology? He criticizes 
the church of south Korea and theology and tries to teach the church 
how to behave. Without knowing his own station in life, he thinks he 
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can say anything he pleases, standing on his dignity as a minister. 
And he has the impudence to preach impertinently the 
‘Koreanization’ of religion and theology. Is he thinking it is possible 
to maintain power in that way? More and more problems will crop 
up from now. This will give us a thrill and will be pleasing to us. 

‘““None of the Koreans from Japan imprisoned as political 
offenders have been set free this time. Is this because no pressure 1s 
brought to bear on the authorities with regard to their problem? The 
Christian church of Japan asked us by telephone what was the 
reason. It is greatly concerned in the matter. 

“Everything done by the government at present is absurd. They 
have not an ounce of patriotism, and yet speak out loudly about 
patriotism. We are ashamed to mention it. 

‘In order to check demonstrations, the system of graduating a 
fixed number of students at universities has been abolished. Do they 
think they can restrain demonstrations by that? There will take place 
more and more demonstrations. The men of combatant police unit 
were urged to quit the meeting hall, but some of them must be still 
remaining here. I tell them to report my remarks without omitting 
even a single word. They release prisoners on the one hand and, on 
the other, are arresting people. What is this? They interrogated 500 
persons in connection with the case of evening school. They let go of 
most of them, indeed, but not before these people wrote a confession 
that ‘I am a socialist.” These days they do not force the detained 
people to write that they are communists, but rest content with the 
confession of being socialists. It makes no difference with them at all. 
Then they gag their mouths by ordering them to keep silent about it. 
Each of the released people thinks that he is the only person who 
wrote the confession, but later he comes to know that all of them 
were forced to do the same thing. 

“IT cannot but think that those who are in prison are people of 
justice and those who jailed them are traitors.” 

His speech was shot with indignation and sarcasm which words 
could not describe. The court where students were on trial for staging 
a demonstration handed out prison sentences of two years or one 
and a half years uniformly even without a hearing of facts. It was a 
perfunctory affair. The Minister of Culture and Information 
criticized the church at a meeting of believers who curry favour with 
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the authorities, preaching the “‘Koreanization of Christianity” He 
said that “Christianity is also a religion within the bounds of the 
nation and Christians are believers coming from among the people” 
and so they should be obedient to the government. Although the 
mass media report about it, they are not allowed to talk back or take 
exception to it. The newspapers of south Korea censure the people 
on the order of the authorities, but the people have no means to plead 
for their position against it. 

The expelled professors would be reinstated, we were told. But 
they were not allowed to return to their late university. The other 
universities could employ them. Where is a university which is free 
enough to take on a scholar who has been denounced by-the present 
government? So, the authorities tried to face it out that the 
government cleared the way for them but that it appeared there was 
no such bad university ready to employ such disturbing elements. 
Therefore, the expelled professors published a statement that if they 
could not go back to the former universities, they did not need the 
“favour” of re-employment. Under the pressure of the people's 
resistance and rejection, the authorities feared that another massive 
resistance should be offered in the spring. Hence such stupid details. 

Now, the mass media play up that they welcome this generous 
measure of the government and that it is a beginning of national 
harmony and a sign of democratization to recognize different views 
of each other. How will the authorities cope with this atmosphere? 
The authorities say that the released students will be accepted back 
to the campus selectively and that the universities must be able to 
select them. But the universities do not consent saying that it 1s 
beyond their power. So, this time the authorities say all of them will 
be permitted to come back unconditionally. But the prospects of the 
matter are still far from certain. 

Even if the students are returned to the campus, it is prob- 
lematical. Either they are imprisoned or are left alone in society, it 
poses a problem. Attempts have been made to put them down by 
force and torture or to check them by bribery. But these have reached 
their limitations. Only the confusion is deepening. A still tougher line 
will only invite an explosion. So, on the one hand, the authorities 
take an offensive of kindness by all means including the sending of 
even high school representatives on sight-seeing tours. But this is no 
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more than a clumsy measure taken out of uneasiness. 

Winter can never last long.. How can a nocturnal man act in 
bright light? Mouthing that he is going to bring a spring of 
democracy, he is arresting so many honest-minded people today, 
isn’t he? It is God that opened the prison gate in the recent release, 
and this is a victory for us. Your servants who were tormented for 
demanding justice, freedom and human rights have returned. Seeing 
that outrage of brute force, how can we remain silent? Faith and 
conscience are oppressed by physical force and the will to live is 
restrained by the haves. The people of God cannot help resisting this. 
The streets are overflowing with fears, sins and falsehoods caused by 
power and the fools are flourishing like the rank weeds. But 
before long they will vanish like a bubble and the servants of God, 
apostles of righteousness in affliction will certainly be adored. We 
only pray that a country of fragrant spring, a democratic country 
where the pains of ordeals are gone and tears are wiped off may 
come. : 

It was a meeting where such words and such prayers could be 
uttered openly and loudly. This was not limited to them, the 
courageous few, who assembled there. It was because the disap- 
proval of the people had grown so strong that the authorities were 
barred from suppressing their voices of resistance like these. The 
number of people increases who cannot be imprisoned whatever they 
may say. This is because brute force is weaker than the popular 
feelings. There can be desperate suppression, but this people cannot 
be controlled any more by those in power no matter what means the 
latter employ. In this situation a poet who won the prize in the spring 
literary competition organized by a newspaper wrote openly in a 
poem with the title ““Chon Bong Jun on the Way to Seoul” in 
memory of the leader of the Tonghak Rebellion, the executed leader 
of the popular masses of the past days: 


Who knows 

That our people who weep hidden in the depths of winter 

Will blow thousands of morning bugles with hopes 

When the spring breeze returns after Ripchun (onset of spring ) 
and Kyongchop (the end of hibernation)? 

That the frozen river now bound hand and foot 
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Will cut free the jade-coloured strings 
And roll and surge into the West Sea? 


At a place close to the abode of his Majesty 

A life will burn up shedding tears like green peas. 

You, Bong Jun! 

Only today I have come to know 

What you wanted to convey with your burning eyes 

In the picture taken by someone when you took your leave. 


Of the six staves of the poem, I only quoted two here. ‘tGreen 
pea” 1s the pet name by which the Korean masses towards the end of 
the 19th century called Chon Bong Jun (A leader who organized 
and commanded the peasant troops during the Kabo Peasant 
War—Tr.). Dark days of lawlessness and violence continue too 
long until the time of victory. The road leading to Seoul is too 
distant. But perhaps time is needed to make the victory perfect and 
final. There will be a great deal of afflictions in this time, but wisdom 
and thinking will be fostered to uplift the determination of the people 
and poems will be born to cleanse their minds. 


Two Kinds of Languages 


On the eve of a catastrophe two different categories of people 
stand opposed to each other. It is really surprising that this is so 
vividly reflected in the languages used by them. The feeble voice tells 
the truth and the howling voice is full of lies. At the close of last year a 
meeting was held in honour of the released conscientious offenders, 
at which three young people expressed their thanks and feelings in 
answer to the welcome. Here is what they said: 

A: ““We only had fists, but they attacked us with a formidable 
state power. In every sense it was an unequal confrontation. They 
choked our throats from behind with such a strength and trampled 
us down. We were defeated miserably. I feel that we have come back 
to our senses only now. 
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‘We have returned safely from prison in fairly good health after 
nearly three years. We owe this to the encouragement of many 
people. In jail, Pastor Mun Ik Hwan who is our superior taught me 
how to maintain health behind bars. I had seen people in a wretched 
plight and the life of poor workers. So, compared with them, I 
thought our prison life was as good as living in an inn. Further, I 
thought of the patriots who had been thrown into the Taejon prison 
under Japanese imperialist rule. They must have been molested by 
bugs, fleas and lice. Now only bugs appear sometimes. So it must be 
said that the conditions are better. Above all, we were encouraged by 
young students and learned a great deal from them. They were 
enthusiastic about democracy and national reunification. Their 
enthusiasm was not abstract but was based on theory and ideas and 
showed us the image of the future. 

“Thus we were relieved from pain and were not so lonely. We are 
not shaken in our thoughts that ‘The masses are the subject of the 
history of this country’ and that ‘We must establish national self- 
respect.’ These words had given them the pretext to put us in prison. 
In future, too, we would like to live on faithfully with these 
thoughts.” 

B: “They have let out some of us like this, but still keep many 
problematical people in jail. I would like to protest against this 
unfair step. Until the day when all of those left behind are released, 
we shall feel as if in jail although we are out of it. Recently, it is said, 
the authorities assert that they are moving towards democratization. 
Can they call the present conditions as such? Today I would not 
speak any longer. I will not relax my efforts in the cause of genuine 
democracy.” 

C: “We did not pass even a single day without thinking of those 
outside who were striving for our release. My heart aches as I think 
of those who are serving long prison terms, like the Koreans from 
Japan and the people imprisoned for setting fire to the Pusan 
Cultural Centre. They are fettered by the National Security Law. But 
this is only a part of the agony caused by the territorial division of the 
country. The care of the Christians for them is needed more than 
anything else. The struggle of the younger people always tended to 
harden our will to fight. Our release this time only means transfer to 
another prison rather than liberty. This outside world is nothing 
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different from prison. Just as we fought by means of hunger strike in 
prison, here we have before us so many things to attend to. The souls 
of those who lost their lives in the fight like Mr. Hwang Jong Ha are 
protecting us. 

‘It was really afflicting for me, a Christian, to have to learn 
hatred rather than love. Suffering in jail, I thought and thought 
about the reason why we have to learn wrath for love, unity for 
freedom and sacrifice for emancipation. I have only passed the 
course of the first school term, so to say. Idreamed many dreams and 
hardened my fighting will in prison. The remaining task 1s to tear 
down these walls for liberty. 

‘‘We dissolved briquet in water and wrote ‘Long live freedom!’ in 
large letters on the white wall of the cell. How much we were 
encouraged by looking at it! 

‘‘T cannot forget the dream IJ had one night. The guard came and 
reproved us for writing it on the wall. Then he called a painter and 
had him paint it out. Then there appeared still more vividly the 
painted letters ‘Long live freedom!’ I was very much pleased with this 
development. Now the guard flew into a greater anger and his face 
turned red. He brought a mason and had him chisel it away. But 
what appeared on the wall now were carved letters ‘Long live 
freedom! So, the guard fetched MPs and soldiers and made them 
break down the wall with a tank. At this moment, however, the 
prison walls collapsed and then came the morning of liberty and 
emancipation. Such was the dream. 

‘‘The deeper the darkness of tyranny is, the nearer the dawn of 
liberation will be, I thought looking out of the steel-barred window 
of the cell. It now seemed to me that this dark night was shrouding 
the mystery of all our possibilities which were calling us, asking for 
our endeavours and encouraging us. While we are fighting against 
the night, there will come the dawn of a bright colour. Deeply 
grateful to our parents, brothers and sisters, pastors, friends and 
comrades for the encouragement they rendered us while we were in 
jail, I would like to express my determination to fight on more 
stoutly.” 

Contrasted with these words, how flimsy the remarks made by 
those who have power and brute force are! At an extraordinary ses- 
sion of the National Assembly today, Chon Du Hwan made a 
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so-called state policy speech. It was a speech of “‘an outline type” 
which evaded referring to concrete matters. It was a self-praise, and 
it demanded that in the light of the policy now steadily pursued to 
firmly ensure democracy for violence-free government and society, 
the people should move self-consciously 1n step with this. Who on 
earth does he say is responsible for the use of violence? He says that 
the former rulers resorted to club law but he does not. According to 
him, the coup d’etat, Kwangju incident, so many tortures and 
imprisonment have nothing to do with violence. Rather, there is a 
force among the people that is ready to apply “physical strength”, he 
insists. He is following the democratic path, and so those who 
criticize and turn against it are Reds and mobs, is what he says. The 
people cannot but feel indignant at the reality in which the burglar 
preaches humanity. 

In the booklet “‘Lifelong Comrade” published by the Democratic 
Justice Party, the ruling party, at the end of last year for the purpose 
of educating its members, Chon Du Hwan again extolled himself by 
calling this party “‘the most upright party ever known tn the annals of 
political parties and the first independent party in history” I am 
told. Since the inauguration of this party, scandals have continued to 
happen, and the people feel sickening at it. And how can he ever say 
such a thing? Maybe it is intended to cover up the truth or he says so 
without hesitation probably because he is morally apathetic. At a 
memorial service held in honour of a lawyer who had led a flawless 
life of righteousness, all attendants prised the deceased for his high 
sense of justice. Seeing this, this representative member of the ruling 
party said without even changing colour, ‘“‘In order to bring about a 
society of justice which the deceased longed for so ardently, we 
revived the fifth Republic.” We are at a loss how to interpret such 
words which symbolize an inverted society. He is little different from 
a burglar who denies his acts of burglary calmly and who says that 
even if he committed one, it is a patriotic action. And he asks people 
to say that all their actions are righteous to an amazing degree and 
flawless and above criticism. 

Why is it that the administration of this country is unwilling to go 
through thick and thin together with the people? To err is human. 
But they refuse to admit their mistakes frankly and to discuss and 
correct them. From beginning to end, everything they do is by force 
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and full of mistakes and evils. So, are they forcing things to assert 
everything they do is correct? Cannot they maintain an appearance 
worthy of the ruler otherwise? 

There is no other way than calling it a land of lawlessness. Asked 
by a friend why his reply to an interpellation at the National 
Assembly was so superficial and meager in contents, Kim Sang 
Hyop who was dismissed from the premiership after the Rangoon 
incident answered that he had no materials to refer to because he had 
been informed of nothing about the matter, it is said. They say that 
young army officers manage everything bypassing the prime minis- 
ter. Some ministers who attended the funeral services held in honour 
of the victims of the Rangoon incident were gaily dressed and 
frowned at by the people. Then, some time later, Chon Du Hwan was 
seen on the TV screen watching a sports contest in a joyful and 
delighted mood. Everything is so out of common sense that people 
are very much perplexed how to judge the current goings-on. 

Since the situation at home is shaky, the Chon clique’s depend- 
ence on foreign forces further increases. It far surpasses that of the 
Pak regime. America and Japan must be glad and take advantage of 
this. In this context the rumours about the KAL plane incident of 
last September | are still lingering on. The Sea of Okhotsk is a region 
of the sharpest military confrontation between the US and the 
USSR. And it was necessary to restrain the anti-nuclear campaign in 
Europe with the anti-Soviet movement. The Chon clique felt the 
necessity of backing the US strategy with regard to it in order to 
prolong their life. Is it not that the Reagan administration avatled 
itself of this incident in launching an anti-Soviet campaign, invading 
Grenada and unfolding the election campaign? If not, it is un- 
thinkable that the KAL plane with all its instruments out of order 
could have flown for such a long time with the American RC-/35 
plane after straying off into the Soviet airspace. Such speculation is 
quietly gaining in strength. 

What is it that can be done for south Korea and for the north- 
south problem with this adhesion of south Korea and the United 
States? The government says that its foreign debts have only now 
exceeded 40 billion dollars, but it is believed that they have long since 
passed the line of 44 billion dollars. After October this year, the 
election to the National Assembly will be started. Even now bank 
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scandals continue with billions of won of money involved, and it is 
said that the banks are empty. But information from the sources 
connected with the south Korean CIA says that the sum demanded 
by the Chon regime directly from the enterprises by now alone 
exceeds 1,200 billion won. Moreover, in the case of this regime the 
money is not sucked up systematically through a certain channel, but 
army officers would turn up severally and arbitrarily demand it, we 
have heard. Is there no control or do they divide it appropriately 
among themselves? In any case it is unmistakable that a fabulous 
sum of money is used in the election. A journalist friend of mine 
commented: 

“This time Chong Ho Yong has been appointed Army Chief of 
Staff. As commander of the airborne force, he played a leading role 
in Chon Du Hwan’s coup. He is a man of very rough temper. Army 
Security Commander Pak Jun Byong is a man who drove his troops 
into Kwangju as division commander. These two men, together with 
Chon Du Hwan, have power in their hands. Behind them young men 
who were their juniors in the Military Academy have their own way 
with power. At present Ro Tae U is given a wide berth. Because 
Chon Du Hwan began to dread his wiles although he had rigged up 
many public peace cases to prop up the government.” 

Whatever face-lifting Chon Du Hwan may attempt internally 
and externally, this sort of immorality will not change. Their absurd 
self-glorification and shockingly false slogans are in fact nothing but 
a mere word play to cover up such character of theirs. No matter how 
fair-spoken, the language used by violent power is no more than 
brute force in a changed form. 
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TO MOTHER AND FATHER 


February 17, 1984 


Workers and Peasants 


Recently the Writings and Reviews Publishing House put out a 
collection of new poems of 17 poets “At Last, Poets” It shows 
today’s dark reality of south Korea, but still its sale is not banned 
because the poems evaded violent words as far as possible and used 
many metaphors. It includes the works of four poets who were once 
imprisoned. Let us quote one stave from each of them. 


However dark, 

Let’s not complain it’s dark. 
Let’s fly a flag 

In the starless night sky, 
Keeping the mouth shut 


At last the flag flutters all over the night sky. 
What great joy the darkness gives us! 
(From Ko Un’s Flag) 


Lightning flashes. 
Sparks fly. 
Lightning strikes sparks. 
Sparks flare up into the sky, 
Filling the universe with brilliant light. 
Hear the story of that light, 
That dazzling light, 
» That beautiful light. 
(From Kim Ji Ha’s Dharani) 
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In his poem Kim Ji Ha skilfully accused the depraved Buddhist 
circles of south Korea with scorns and sarcasms. This is a display of 
what he calls “‘poetic violence”’ The light here is the light given out 
by Buddha. It means that after the ruin of monks due to their worldly 
desires and the discord resulting from them, Buddha's light is given 
off brilliantly. 


Along the road to Yangbol-ri 
I trudge on in a broiling sun. 
Look yonder, on green hills 
Seoul fellows’ villas rise. 
All youngsters are gone, 
And heavy silence reigns in the valley. 
Estate speculators’ shining cars speed along occasionally. 
But never mind, never mind. 
A cuckoo is singing although there’s no one hearing. 
I go along the road to Yangbol-ri in the sick time. 
Who knows 
That everything in sight 
Draws tears from me, 
And small rice seedlings standing limp in the paddies 
Prick my heart like a sharp drill? 
(From Ryang Song U’s Yangbol-ri) 


Are you gone, friends? 

Three, five, ten years, and so many are dead! 

Are you going away from our long chilly times 

This night when snowflakes dance and the wind is cutting? 
(From Song Gi Won’s When Wild Geese Honk) 


This is a poem of lamentation 1n this age. Chon Du Hwan alleges 
that south Korea is now joining the ranks of advanced countries asa 
result of his excellent government. According to him, an advanced 
country means a state without trade unions, and society without 
political oppression implies a society which presupposes the silence 
of the nation. He says that the students advocating democracy 
represent ‘‘a handful of radical students in the campuses”? who 
criticize the “liberal, democratic regime’’, but that in this country 
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“efforts are bent to convince them of their errors through dialogue” 
These remarks putting the cart before the horse imply nothing short 
of terrible violence. What kind of people are they to be so brazen- 
faced? Should we call this an age of lamentation and self-scorn? I 
have heard that a pastor said at a gathering: 

“This took place in an army unit during the Korean war. The best 
post for a sentry was by the firewood pile near the kitchen. If he steals 
and passes over firewood to the roast sweet potato seller outside the 
barbed wire, he gets well-baked sweet potatoes. One day the sentry 
was caught in the act of eating a roast sweet potato by the patrolling 
duty officer. The sentry was so upset that he reported at the present 
arms, “Nothing wrong about the firewood pile. God damn the 
duty!’ instead of ‘Nothing wrong in the duty. I will go on with my 
duty.’ 

“Today’s situation is remindful of this. The Chon Du Hwan 
regime 1s using all kinds of flowery words such as government and 
society without violence and realization of society of justice and 
welfare, while lining their pockets as stealing firewood. They have 
usurped our vocabulary. We have nothing to say any more. So now 
all that is left to us is action, I should say. They are hanging on to the 
office while brandishing bayonets. Damn it! These rogues will surely 
be punished by God. They are our enemies. God set them on fire. A 
new history has already begun.” 

Actual facts have nothing to do with words. Words are meant for 
covering up the truth, and not for telling it. The south Korean mass 
media are spreading such words to cover up facts and fake up things. 

The problem of workers and peasants is ignored by the 
newspapers. The blacklist of workers is circulated throughout the 
country. The lists of the workers who have been sacked by a factory 
and of those who are affiliated with the Christian labour movement 
organizations are distributed by the Labour Ministry to the 
enterprises throughout the country. So, these workers are dismissed 
immediately even when they are employed. 

After wandering about in this way, the nine workers dismissed 
last summer from the Taechang Knit Goods Factory in Riri, North 
Cholla Province, fought demanding the abolition of the blacklist. 
According to the statement of the Hanguk Catholic Working Youth 
Association, the government in collusion with entrepreneurs 1s 
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forcing the workers to work all night like “beasts of burden” to their 
great indignation. But the south Korean press tried to divert public 
attention to professional baseball games instead of covering the 
issue. The workers went on a hunger strike. The Catholic church 
took up the issue and extensively held a seminar on the labour 
problem and a prayer meeting for the workers. The Catholic hymn 
This World, Do Ye Know? includes these lines: 


Disinherited, downtrodden and maltreated brethren, 

Let us unite as one for justice and truth. 

Wealth and glory in this world have nothing to do with us, 

But the day will come when we live a life worthy of human 
beings. 


The authorities have nothing but tear bombs to cope with this 
situation. The workers fired by the Taechang Knit Goods Factory 
issued a statement on last December 14, which says, *““The so-called 
democratic police showered foul gas on us who were weak after 
seven days’ hunger. We really wanted to die. Using such violence 
which leaves no trace, they laughed scornfully at us who were 
writhing in pain.” Such are the true colours of the Chon Du Hwan 
clique who talk about society without violence and welfare society. 

This is an exceptionally cold winter. The temperature was as low 
as ten degrees below zero for over a month, and it appeared that the 
struggle of the workers was temporarily suspended. But a struggle 
broke out in Inchon port not far from Seoul. For instance, the 
technicians who were engaged in furniture making for 12 years were 
dismissed because they protested against the meager daily pay of 
4,250 won. Finding it difficult to find a job on account of the 
blacklist, they asked the Inchon local office of the Labour Ministry 
to abolish the blacklist, but got no reply. At last, four of them staged 
a sit-in. They were raided by 150 armed policemen at two o'clock at 
night. Most of them were drunk. So, in particular, female workers 
who were hauled off had a hard time of it. Moreover, workers were 
injured by broken glasses. Six female workers were arrested on last 
December 2. 

Thanks to the church’s struggle, they were released on February 
1 and the Labour Ministry and the Security Planning Agency 
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promised to abolish the blacklist and help them to find jobs in other 
factories. I wonder whether this promise will be kept. All enterprises 
are seized by great uneasiness. The events on the surface are none but 
a tip of the iceberg. The authorities and the employers have no 
intentions to find a reasonable solution to the problem through 
dialogue. This is above all because it will accelerate the trend of 
democratization of society and lead to the rapid development of the 
political movement for democracy. However, if things are left alone, 
resistance will grow. The resistance force is looking forward to the 
day of victory, but the rulers are uneasy as the days go by. 

The same is the case with the peasant question. According to the 
report of the Catholic Farmers’ Association, the rate of food self- 
sufficiency has fallen to 50 per cent due to the government’s policy of 
importing foreign farm products. As a result, the number of farmers 
who abandon their land continues to grow. “46 per cent of the 
farming population have been reduced to tenant farmers, and with 
foreigners’ landownership permitted, farmers’ loss of land has 
reached acute proportions.’’ Meanwhile, agricultural cooperatives 
are nothing but an instrument for the domination and plunder of 
farmers. The so-called fifth five-year plan for the economic and 
social development to be carried out in future will utterly ruin the 
rural economy. Hence, the Catholic Farmers’ Association strongly 
demands democratization in agriculture in a number of documents. 

The resolution of November 16, 1983 adopted at the 1983 
national harvest festival and peasants’ congress of the Hanguk 
Catholic Farmers’ Association said: 

‘Our farmers are the producers of food to support the nation and 
the motive force of social development. Nevertheless, what 1s left 
with us now are only the sick bodies affected by the agronomical 
chemicals pollution, the land on the verge of destruction, a mountain 
of debts and sorrow. Although we have suffered for many years from 
the import of foreign agricultural produce and the low price policy 
for farm products, we worked by the sweat of our brow, pinning 
hopes on the slogan of compound farming and increased produc- 
tion. But now owing to the government's unilateral step to freeze the 
prices of summer and autumn crops, our survival is at stake.” 

Only a few countries in the world export food. In addition, food 
export is monopolized by a handful of big grain dealers who consider 
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money everything. So price and supply are very insecure. The supply 
of rice is almost monopolized by an American firm which caused 
fluctuation in rice import in 1981 and 67 per cent of the demand for 
wheat is supplied by the Japanese firms “‘ Mitsui” and ‘‘Nissho Iwai” 
52.6 per cent of the demand for maize, too, is supplied by the 
Japanese firms. In fact, the grain market of south Korea 1s controlled 
exclusively by a few companies (see November 1983 report of the 
Catholic Farmers’ Association, ““Freezed Rice Purchase Price 
Which Cost Our Farmers Great Sacrifices’’). 

Moreover, grain dealings are all kept secret. The selling price of 
soy bean at home is two and a half times the import price. Home and 
foreign firms operate in collusion and bribery and contribution of 
political funds are involved. Agricultural cooperatives are managed 
in an undemocratic way under the control of the government to keep 
a grip on the farmers and agriculture. They are ‘“‘servants of 
monopoly capital carrying out the government’s policy” 

The “Declaration on the Democratization of Agricultural 
Cooperatives” adopted by the Catholic Farmers’ Association on 
November 16, 1983 points out: 

‘The agricultural cooperatives allegedly aim at the development 
of the productive forces of agriculture and the improvement of the 
social and economic position of farmers. What then have they done 
so far? The agricultural cooperatives which were turned into reptile 
organizations by a few lines of temporary decree in the 1960’s have 
made immeasurable infringements on the farmers’ interests through 
forced investment, sale of fertilizers at different prices to different 
cooperatives, miscellaneous deductions, nominal appointment of 
cadres, sale of foreign farm and livestock products, furtherance of 
consumption and so on. 

‘When the sweet potatoes produced by the sweat of the brow 
were rotting on the roadside due to, the jugglery of the agricultural 
cooperatives, we staged a hunger strike for as long as eight days to 
settle the problem. In so doing, we sincerely hoped that the 
democratization of agricultural cooperatives will greatly contribute 
to the democratization of the rural community and, further, the 
whole country... 

“Storehouses are packed with foreign farm products, no matter 
what may become of the prices of agricultural produce at home. 
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“Keenly realizing that the democratization of the agricultural 
cooperatives is the vital concern of the farmers, we launched one 
million signature collection campaign for the direct election of the 
chairmen of cooperatives. But regarding this as pro-communistic, 
the agricultural cooperatives frantically tried to check and hinder the 
movement in the forefront by appeasement and blackmail, referring 
to the Protection and Guidance League which represented a great 
tragedy in the history of our nation.” 

The Protection and Guidance League was formed prior to the 
outbreak of the Korean war in 1950 allegedly to lead the converts 
from the left wing to follow the right path. When the war broke out, a 
large number of them were killed en masse. 

The agricultural cooperatives labelled the signers as sym- 
pathizers with communism and threatened them by referring to the 
fate of the members of the Protection and Guidance League. 
However, the Catholic Farmers’ Association said that it would 
energetically promote the one million signature collection campaign 
for the democratization of the agricultural cooperatives. 

The dictatorship of the Chon Du Hwan band reached its limits 
long ago. Nevertheless, is the union of a big country and the military 
and financial cliques at home trying uneasily to prop it up and 
squeeze the sweat and blood of the workers and peasants to the last 
drop? I wonder if this rigorous winter will soon end and spring will 
come without mishap as in nature. 


The Question of Reinstatement of Students 


It was reported that 80 professors who had been dismissed were 
to be reinstated. But although the new school term will begin in 
March, there is not a single professor who has the prospect of 
returning to his post as yet. It was a conditional permit for 
reinstatement to find employment not in their former university but 
in other ones. And no university is employing them. So, the 
authorities unconcernedly say it cannot be helped. They say that 
since the independence and autonomous judgment of the universities 
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must be respected, they can do nothing about it. Policemen and 
secret agents are planted in the campuses at all times. Nevertheless, 
they make believe that university autonomy is maintained. They 
declare that since it is a step to keep public peace, they will withdraw 
them at any time upon the request of the universities. This is an 
excellent rhetoric, indeed. 

Seoul University announced that the appointment of new 
teachers was finished. It added that none of the expelled professors 
had applied for appointment and so it was unable to select them. If 
they applied, they had to take examination according to the 
university's regulations on personnel affairs. 

Meanwhile, Li Yong Hui, ex-professor of Hanyang University, 
and Kang Man Gil, ex-professor of Koryo University, who en- 
deavoured to ensure the reinstatement of the so-called dismissed 
professors were arrested and thrown into prison on the charge of 
supporting north Korea’s proposal for national reunification. The 
Dismissed Professors Association clearly expressed its stand again 
on February 13, demanding the release of the two professors and the 
unconditional rehabilitation of students: 

“We make it clear again that the reinstatement of the removed 
professors literally means that they should return to their former 
posts and that since they were dismissed under the government's 
demand the government should responsibly see to their rein- 
statement. 

It appears that the question of their reappointment will fizzle out 
due to the repeated lies and violence of the Chon Du Hwan clique. 

Now the question of readmitting the expelled students to the 
campuses is in the focus of public attention. The new school term 
begins in early March, but no solution to this question is in sight as 
yet. According to the figures made public by the government, the 
number of the students to be rehabilitated is 1,363. Those who were 
forced into military service and those who went abroad are not 
included here. There are still 200-300 students behind bars and 
arrests continue even now. It appears that the Chon Du Hwan clique 
regards it as dangerous to leave alone the “revolutionary force” 
which comprises thousands of people. Quite a few of them are in 
their thirties. Now the government demands that since it 1s favouring 
them with readmission to the campus after individual interview or 
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submission of a written apology, they should obey. The official 
announcement says that 425 out of 651 interviewed students hoped 
to return to the campus. But what does this difference between these 
two numbers mean? No one puts faith in the government’s statement 
because it does not always agree with facts. The government 
expressed its readiness to return all of them to university, but the 
screening of them for “‘admission according to their zeal for study” 1s 
probably very strict. 

So, the return-to-campus measure can be regarded as a move to 
split the “‘revolutionary force’’ The students were expelled from 
university because they voiced their demand for the democratization 
of the campus and society. They are not likely at all to “repent of 
their fault’’ and promise to keep silence under any situation and 
return to the campus which is being turned into a sort of barracks, far 
from being. democratized. If they keep silence after returning to 
university, it was alleged, the campuses will be free from 
“interference from outside.” The students published a statement 
that such a childish trick should be dropped. Then the President of 
Seoul University expressed his view that their ‘“‘collective rejection” 
of the favour came as a “great shock” The education authorities 
accused this as a deed of “‘a handful of students with radical ideas 
and a leaning towards the left’”” The newspapers wrote it up. Now the 
police was called out. They seemed to act in concert according to 
excellent arrangement. When the government and the university 
authorities showed leniency in dealing with the matter, it was given 
out, the students themselves refused to return to the campus. 

This is tantamount to saying that there can not be the slightest 
change in their plan to turn the campus into a sort of barracks and 
that the young “revolutionary force” outside the campus must be 
disorganized by all means. The Chon Du Hwan clique is trying hard 
to get out of the bog in which they are deeply stuck. The government 
decided to give a month’s training, that is so-called “physical 
training’, to the newly-appointed university professors at the 
Hanguk Spiritual Culture Study Institute. This, too, must be a novel 
idea they hit upon all of a sudden. The newspapers commented that 
this would greatly interfere with the lectures scheduled to begin in 
March. It is known that the training course includes subjects such as 
student guidance, actual conditions of students with radical left 
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thoughts, criticism of neo-Marxism, theology of liberty and subordi- 
nation theory, national culture of Korea and inspection of tunnels 
on the Military Demarcation Line and industrial establishments. 
The authorities explained that this step was taken in Seoul to begin 
with because it was urgently needed to take measures for the students 
in Seoul if they were to admit the expelled students before the spring. 

Do they ever hope that the students will return to such universities 
tamely after suffering so much sacrifices for democratization? Many 
people laugh at the measure regarding it as a stop-gap policy of the 
fainthearted Chon Du Hwan clique who are in a blue funk. Even a 
rumour is afloat that the students within the campuses say to their 
expelled seniors outside, ‘““What is the use of coming back? We are 
strong enough to fight within the campus, so please fight without:” It 
is meaningless to return before winning democracy. In the similar 
case under the rule of Pak Jung Hi, the expelled students were all 
allowed to return to school unconditionally. The expelled students 
contempt and laugh scornfully at the Chon Du Hwan regime, that is 
incapable of doing so. They are more mature ideologically and in 
organization and ethics than the former students. 

Now I would like to introduce the struggle waged by the students. 
The students who silently followed the developments after the 
announcement of the measure for readmission of the expelled 
students on December 21 last year entered into action suddenly in 
January this year. The negotiation committees for the reinstatement 
of expelled students were formed throughout the country. At the 
negotiation committee in the Seoul-Inchon district, too, delegates of 
universities and colleges met and held conferences many times. They 
were agreed that the justness of their student movement could not be 
denied. They must return only after the campus is democratized. 
Those expelled not only from universities but also from the press 
must be reinstated. As for the principle of reinstatement of students 
the negotiation committees should conduct collective bargaining. 
Following this, the expelled students of different universities decided 
to hold on the campus a meeting of students to be rehabilitated and 
to form a negotiation or promotion committee at each university. 
But in many universities this meeting was obstructed by the 
receptionists and the university authorities. Some of the students 
were even walked off to the police station. Under such circum- 
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stances, at last, the Seoul-Inchon district negotiation committee for 
the reinstatement of expelled students was formed on January 25. 

According to the statement ““For the Solution of the Question of 
Reinstatement of Expelled Students” issued by this committee on 
the occasion of “‘declaring its inauguration’’, their position is as firm 
as this: 

‘‘!. This measure must not be something like bestowing a favour 
on criminals who have repented of their crime and mended their 
ways, but aimed at duly restoring the right of education which was 
unwarrantably taken away. The student movement is an expression 
of the justified aspirations of most of the students for the democra- 
tization of society. It is a sheer injustice that the government expelled 
students from the campus and imprisoned them, labelling the student 
movement as a radical leftist movement or a criminal act against the 
nation. The solution of the campus question is still a long way off 
unless there is a change in the government’s position to solve this 
question by physical force rather than on democratical lines. 

“2. In connection with this measure the government must take a 
more principled and sincere attitude. Before anything else, de- 
mocracy in the campus must be guaranteed lest we should again be 
expelled or imprisoned after returning to the universities. For this 
purpose all manner of crackdown on the campus must be stopped, 
all the imprisoned students released and an end put immediately to 
the sending of security agents and riot police into the campus and to 
the violation of human rights such as guidance suspension from 
school and forced conscription. At the same time, the democratic 
common professors’ council and students’ autonomous organiza- 
tion must be restored, and the university regulations stipulating the 
expulsion of students abolished and unconditional reinstatement of 
all the ousted students be promised and realized. 

‘3. This measure must be aimed at genuine national concord. 
For this purpose not only the right to study but other rights in all 
domains of society must be restored and democracy guaranteed as 
an institution. The government must promote the work of reinstat- 
ing the dismissed professors and journalists and stop the anti-social, 
anti-democratic act of hindering the sacked workers’ reemployment 
by such illegal means as the blacklist. At the same time, it must 
democratically amend or abolish the assembly and demonstration 


SY 


law, the press standard.law and labour laws and revive the strangled 
democracy in this land, thereby showing its sincerity to the 
maximum to achieve national concord in the true sense of the word. 
Only then will our return to the campus be the first step towards 
“national concord’”’ 

It was clearly stated that this stance would never be shaken, for it 
‘reflects the will not only of the expelled students but also of the 
entire nation aspiring after the restoration of democracy” The 
statement further emphasized, at present the illegal police inter- 
ference in the question of reinstatement of students continues. This 
must be stopped as a matter of course. Even if such an illegal act 
continues, the students will maintain the stand for dialogue to the 
end, and so, the “authorities must solve this question through 
dialogue free from deceptive tricks like individual interview and 
screening for the reinstatement of students” 

Statements were issued continuously from such a position at 
various universities. Under such circumstances, the government 
made the mass media report as if universities became “‘communist 
training centres” through the “‘political propaganda of some radical 
leftwing students” The police takes an active hand in the matter and 
continues with intimidation and arrest. Meanwhile, the students and 
parents who visit universities are not granted an interview but turned 
away. It appears that there is a list of the students to be reinstated 
which was drawn up by the Security Planning Agency or Army 
Security Command. Thus it is likely after all that the question of 
reinstatement of students will end in a farce to give publicity to the 
‘““magnanimity” of the government. So, the fight of the students Is 
escalating further. A clandestine document “Report on_ the 
Investigation of Data about the Democratization of the Campus and 
Its Public Hearing” has been drawn up. It gives a detailed account of 
the pressganging of students and their guidance suspension from 
school and of the distorted press reports about the issue of the 
campus. Therefore, the propaganda about the reinstatement of 
students is a mere farce. If the students allow themselves to be fooled 
by this, they will only play into the hands of the enemy who 
reinstated them after the death of Pak Jung Hi in 1979 and then 
expelled all of them again in May 1980, the statement warned. 

But the government keeps silence on the assertion of the students, 
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while mobilizing the press to the maximum to shift all the responsi- 
bility on to the students, accusing them of taking collective political 
action. The students are doing their best to tear down this barrier. 


Letter of a Student of Ihwa Women’s 
University 


Here is a sad story, the newspaper “‘Tonga I|bo” of January 11 
carried a short article which said, ‘“‘Around half past six in the 
morning of the 9th, Mrs. Kim Ul Sun aged 50 took her own life by 
throwing herself from the rooftop of the five-storeyed apartment 
house for industrial workers in Kochok-dong, Kuro District, Seoul. 
This was because of her 20-year old second son Chi Tae Hong who is 
now serving his prison term. He was arrested in Yonsei University in 
March last year and sentenced to three yearsin prison. After holdinga 
memorial service for her, the church pastor told the audience: 

‘The mother pinned great hopes on the slogan of reinstatement 
at university, release from prison and concord. Her heart swelled 
with the hope that her son, her pride, would soon be released and 
return home. When she heard the cold words ‘Your son won’t be 
released’, she wept, crying, ‘What concord 1s this?’ In this winter 
when the spring of true concord 1s still far off, she took her leave of 
this world, unable to endure the pain caused by the so-called measure 
for concord which came to her in the words, ‘Your son won't be 
released. This has happened in this cold winter when sons and 
daughters of this country are walked off under the plausible name of 
concord.” 

This is the government-staged farce of release and reinstatement 
of students. The mother had sent her will smeared with tears to the 
pastor, which reads: 

“Dear Sir, 

“Tae Hong only stayed a short while in the womb of a woman, 
but I think God sent him to this world as his servant to save many 
people. I wish you say good words to this servant and help him save 
many sinners in this world. 
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“Lying in my sickbed, I have ventured to write a few lines.” 
Mrs. Kim UI Sun had been suffering from heart trouble for five 
years. Her body was placed under the watch of the police, and so her 
family were unable to hold her funeral freely. Even churchmen were 
not allowed to come near it. Only after one month a memorial service 
was conducted for her at church. 

Seeing that the President of Seoul University and the education 
authorities have issued statements and these statements have been 
frontpaged in newspapers with long comments, the students believe 
that the trick of the government has now become irrefutably clear. 
On February 6 the reinstatement promotion committee of Yonsei 
University made public “A Letter to the Nation—We Cannot 
Become a Victim of Political Plot.’’ Can the teacher refuse to have a 
dialogue with his students and abuse them as leftists? Why is the 
demand for democracy regarded as negation of liberal democracy? 
The letter raises questions. These questions are sober and by no 
means radical. But the government keeps their assertion in the dark 
and repeatedly accuses them of being radical and leftist and of using 
the question of reinstatement as a means of the social revolution. 
This shows that the government is incapable of taking any measure 
to cope with the students’ just proposal. Since the government was 
unilaterally launching false propaganda, the students had to secure 
their parents’ understanding and sympathy before anything else. 
Here 1s the whole text of the letter ““To Our Mothers and Fathers” 
made public in the name of all the expelled students on the 
reinstatement promotion committee of Ihwa Women’s University 
on January 23. 

*“*Mothers and fathers! 

‘We again read your minds with deep emotions as we saw you so 
much delighted on December 21 last year when the measure of 
reinstatement was made public. But we could not rejoice over the 
restoration of our legitimate rights with all our hearts, because many 
questions connected with our expulsion from school still lay 
unsettled before us. We sincerely hope that you will understand 
through this letter how we are striving sincerely to settle both our 
problem and your sufferings in connection with the question of 
reinstatement. 

“We probably cannot imagine the shock you got one day at the 
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news of our arrest which shattered your dream about our graduation 
from the university to which you sent us at great expense. But we 
chose this path after undergoing intolerably great pains. We have 
been taught to be faithful to ourselves, dutiful to our parents and 
conducive to society from childhood. We spent 20 years without 
knowing what society is. Only after entering university, we began to 
think hard what we should do to make a genuine contribution to 
society and to face reality squarely. We came to realize that the 
reality makes it impossible to be dutiful to the parents and to make a 
genuine contribution to society simultaneously. We wanted to love 
all. We wanted to love our mothers and fathers who brought us up 
and the poverty-stricken, disinherited masses alike. 

‘What barred us from doing so and put a serious obstacle in our 
way of realizing this love? Our silliness? Romanticism or dogmatism”? 
No. How can these things be the cause of the great sufferings of our 
mothers and fathers and ourselves? It was none other than the 
lamentable reality of this country. Our desire to lead an honest life as 
true human beings resulted in driving a nail in the hearts of you 
mothers and fathers. This is our cruel reality! 

‘“*Mothers and fathers! However firm our resolve was, we could 
not see you calmly when you visited us after our arrest. We are well 
aware how distressed you were each time waiting several hours for: 
just five minutes’ interview with us and how unhappy you were when 
you looked at your daughter having prisoner’s number pinned on 
her breast instead of university badge, and trying to look cheerful to 
ease your mind. How can our pains be compared to our parents’ 
sufferings? However, returning from the interview, our hearts were 
as heavy as lead. We felt a surge of resentment as we read in tears 
your letters to us, your daughters behind bars, written in trembling 
hand, unable to express all your accumulated grudge. This is the 
common grudge of us all. Our hearts ached at the sight of you 
mothers and fathers who were gazing with tearful eyes at us, your 
daughters, in court bound with ropes and handcuffed. We felt as if 
our backs were pierced. What is to be done to work off our deep 
grudge which it is too painful to describe here? What can compensate 
for the death of the mother of a student of Iawa Women’s University 
who killed herself because of her great distress? And what can 
compensate for the death of the mother of a Yonsei University 


63 


student who took her own life unable to endure the agony at the 
thought of her son who had to spend wakeful nights rubbing his 
chilled hands and feet in the cold cell, whereas his friends had all been 
released and were sitting at the table set by their mothers with a warm 
heart? Should we accept the measure of reinstatement meekly 
without regard to the reality? 

‘Even at this moment, in this rigorous cold, many friends are in 
prison. How can we submit meekly to the measure of reinstatement 
when the sighs of the parents. of our friends behind bars reach our 
ears and the ears of you mothers and fathers? 

‘‘Mother and father! Let us probe into the meaning of the 
reinstatement measure again. 

“If this measure has resulted from sincere efforts to restore 
democracy, it must, first of all, stipulate the release of the imprisoned 
students and abolition of the assembly and demonstration law by 
which innocent students who raise just demands are thrown into 
prison. Without this we are obliged to regard it as a well-worn stop- 
gap measure as before. This is a pressing, realistic problem for us and 
for you. Inwa Women’s University, too, has an instance that the 
expelled students were all reinstated in 1980 but later they were all 
expelled again simply because they were rehabilitated students. The 
decision to reinstate students through individual screening or in the 
form of reenrollment without amendment of the university regu- 
lations 1s none other than a device to restrict our free activity at any 
time on the strength of the assembly and demonstration law. What 
else can it be? 

“We are not puppets. How can we meekly accept the vicious 
circle coming and going at the beck and call of someone like a 
puppet? So, we want to have a sure guarantee. 

“Even if we were reinstated by the above-mentioned measure, 
our demand for the autonomy of the campus and democratization of 
varlous institutions for which we fought even suffering imprison- 
ment would remain unsettled and our activities are still blamed as 
rash acts committed by disturbing elements on the spur of the 
moment. Only part of the arrested students have been released. We 
have a legitimate right to return to the campus, but they put every 
obstacle in our way, making as if they were bestowing a great favour 
on us. So, this is by no means a measure for democratization. 
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Reinstatement must be preceded by the democratization of the 
campus so that the autonomous activity of students is guaranteed 
and freedom, justice and truth prevail in the university as we strongly 
demanded. 

‘‘We badly need the assistance of you mothers and fathers for our 
legitimate return to the campus and smooth graduation more than 
ever before. 

‘‘We have formed the reinstatement promotion committee in 
Ihwa Women’s University in order to settle the issues involved in the 
government’s measure for reinstatement and effect our return to the 
democratized campus. If we conduct individual negotiations, con- 
cerned only for one’s own reinstatement, it goes without saying that 
the abovementioned issues will never be settled and things will return 
to the original state in a moment some day. Who can deny this? 
Therefore, we, 33 expelled students of Ihwa Women’s University, 
resolutely reject the individual negotiations which mean nothing 
short of a trial by the university and the authorities and reaffirm our 
resolve to win back our right to return to the campus through 
collective bargaining and collective confrontation. 

‘We are writing this letter to you, convinced that if you join us in 
our aim with deep understanding and greater affection, it will greatly 
encourage us in our struggle. 

The reinstatement promotion committee of Yonsei University 
drew up a “Letter to Teachers” on February 6. It called upon the 
professors to render active support to the struggle for democratiza- 
tion of the campus. It reads: 

“We justice-loving disciples of you who desire genuine de- 
mocracy in this country fell to the ground under the blows of club 
and fist and trodden down by military boots in the presence of our 
fellow students and you in the middle of this campus and carried 
away by police cars and had to face the court, bound like felons. You 
witnessed the scene, didn’t you? You saw how your students who had 
fought for democracy and the freedom of the campus with all their 
might fell down to the concrete ground covered all over with blood, 
breathing their last even without closing their eyes, due to atrocious 
outrages of the agents. 

“You professors who ought to be held in high esteem as the 
spiritual pillars of society were subjected to unbearable insult by the 
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security men who have nothing to do with the learnings which are 
your life and soul. Why? We are well aware of your untold sufferings. 
We keenly felt your sufferings when we were fighting against the 
great pressure which tried to force anguish and frustration upon us in 
the solitary cells surrounded by dingy, grey walls.”’ 

Now they call for dialogue and make an appeal to the conscience 
of many people. Because of this they are subjected to violence and 
arrested and imprisoned. Now,. March will come and if all come to 
naught, their indignation will explode violently. Again the prospects 
are pessimistic. Because they have to pay too dearly for peace and 
freedom. I wonder how long the wicked powers will spill the blood of 
young people. 

The resistance of students continued in November and 
December and many of them were imprisoned. Universities expell 
many students on the plea of bad showing at the end of every school 
term. Seoul University expelled 246 students as a disciplinary 
measure at the end of this school year. The number of expelled 
students throughout the country will probably attain to an enor- 
mous figure. The academic achievements of university students are 
not to be assessed in four years. The students have no freedom of 
remaining in the same class for another year. Under these circum- 
stances, there is no knowing when the reinstated students who were 
expelled once on political grounds will be kicked out again by some 
tricks and pretexts. 


The Tendency of the Politicians 


The reinstatement promotion committee of Yonsei University 
issued a statement ‘‘Appeal to the Journalists, Warning against the 
False Reports of the Paper ‘Chungang IIbo’ in Particular.”’ The press 
is trying hard to describe the expelled students as rogues. The 
‘“Chungang Ilbo” of January 26 featured the article ‘““The University 
Streets in Throes.”’ The article which covered the general meetings of 
the expelled students of Seoul University and Ihwa Women’s 
University abused the students as a band of insolent fellows taking a 
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hostile attitude even towards their teachers and parents. Although 
democracy was fully displayed at the meeting, it reported as if the 
students had insulted professors, as if a mother had attacked a 
student who was speaking, crying “‘We had better die, you and me!” 
and another mother had decried a girl speaker, “Because of you my 
daughter can not be reinstated.”” The above-mentioned statement 
accused the paper of the false report remindful of a fiction and hinted 
that there seemed to be some trick behind it. 

When students went to the newspaper office to lodge a protest, 
they were driven away by force, showered with all kinds of slanders, 
and some of them were walked off by policemen. 

The statement pointed out, ““We cannot repress our indignation 
at the moves of the government to mobilize the press to kick up a 
fuss, the government which advertises its readiness to build a society 
free from violence.” It denounces the paper by pointing out its 
motives that it is behaving like that because it is in the pay of the 
Samsong interests which made money by illegal dealings, and that 
the managing staff of the newspaper want to secure promotion in the 
Samsong complex or to be recognized by the dictatorial regime and 
get an appointment to a high government post. However, this kind of 
accusation can be distributed only in several hundred mimeograph- 
ed copies. 

The two professors Li Yong Hui and Kang Man Gil and Pastor 
Cho Sung Hyok who were arrested on account of the case of 
“textbook analysis of the reunification question” of the Hanguk 
Christian Institute for the Study of Social Problems were at last 
released at six o’clock p.m. on February 14. The newspapers 
reported that the prosecution decided on releasing them since the 
religious organizations made an apology and the accused repented of 
their deeds, although it is “‘evident that they violated the National 
Security Law because they praised the justice of the north Korean 
government and its proposal for reunification through the founding 
of the Confederal Republic of Koryo and denied the aggressive 
nature of the June 25 invasion on the south.” Though released, they 
are not allowed to meet Christians and seem to be still in a confused 
mental state due to 45 days long interrogation. Just out of the prison 
gate they were televised, but were entirely expressionless. A friend of 
mine who: had connection with the Christian church said: 
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“They appear to have been subjected to terrible mental tortures. 
The investigation authorities had promised release if they make an 
apology and speak over TV to the nation as they are told to. Li Yong 
Hui consented to a direct telecast. The church had continued to hold 
meetings all over the country to give wide publicity to the truth in 
protest against the distorted reports and trials on the newspapers. It 
had insisted that if the authorities wanted the church to call off the 
meetings, the church should be given as much newspaper space for 
clearing up the truth as was devoted to slandering the three persons. 
So, the authorities gave in and set them free. Slanders had been 
heaped on them in the press lest the truth should come out in case 
hearing was held. There was a strong opinion within the church that 
the case should be brought to court. The government let them out 
mentally crippled and then is carrying on false propaganda. This ts 
impermissible. I suppose the church must step up the struggle. The 
measure for the reinstatement of expelled professors and students is 
a fraud. Fraud and violence are their exclusive methods of govern- 
ment. The recent case was cooked up by the careerist Minister of 
Home Affairs Chu Yong Bok after a secret consultation with Chon 
Du Hwan. He 1s an incarnation of bribery, fortune-building and 
flattery. He was the same when he was in the air force. Then he was 
promoted to the Minister of National Defence. As this man is in 
charge of maintenance of public peace as the Minister of Home 
Affairs, unwarrantable violence and fraud will become rampant in 
future.” 

It is noisily talked about if election to the National Assembly, 
though nominal, will be held in December this year or in February- 
March next year. Various rumours are current. Of the 30] men who 
are still kept out of political activity, how many will find pardon and 
to what extent, I wonder. Meanwhile, prominent figures are often 
summoned to court for trivial matters just because they had violated 
the election law prior to Chon Du Hwan’s accession to power. It is 
rumoured that former members of the New Democratic Party who 
obtained the annulment of the ban on their political activity last year 
intend to form a ‘New Democratic Club” Public attention is 
focussed on Kim Yong Sam. He is resolved to embark on political 
activity even if the “restrictions on his political activity” are not 
lifted. The Chon Du Hwan clique is going to employ every 
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conceivable means to divide and weaken the opposition parties. So, 
itis feared if Kim Yong Sam will be able to tide over the difficulties. 

The Democratic Justice Party of the Chon Du Hwan clique 1s 
already forming local councils with men of influence in county seat, 
sub-county and dong as a unit in all localities. Since even those who 
are not government officials or members of the party are drawn into 
them, it is likely that they are devising a scheme for election frauds. 
Even the opposition party members within the control of the Chon 
Du Hwan regime are raising their voices of disapproval. It is a 
common opinion that since the power of Chon Du Hwan is very 
weak, it will resort to cheating and fraudulence in this sort of election 
and thus get into irretrievable scrape. In this situation Kim Yong 
Sam and other former members of the New Democratic Party and 
Pastor Mun Ik Hwan issued a statement “For the Victory of 
Democracy” on February 16. It begins with this paragraph: 

‘Watching the acute and deep-seated crisis facing this country, 
and although our freedom is curbed by the so-called ‘regulations of 
political activity’ enforced by the present dictatorship, we would like 
to clearly express our view before the nation, declaring this measure 
illegal and null, the measure which is nothing but a means of violence 
to build up the dictatorship. Especially on the eve of March First, we 
deplore that amidst the protracted tragedy of national division, the 
suppression of the masses by the dictatorial regime is no less harsh 
and widespread than the suppression of our nation under Japanesc 
imperialist rule, and here express our resolve to launch a vigorous 
struggle for democratization to free the masses from dictatorship, in 
accordance with the spirit of our patriotic forerunners who declared 
independence from the tyranny of imperialism. 

Pointing out the illegitimacy of the Chon Du Hwan regime, the 
statement stressed that democratization 1s a “‘necessity to the social 
development of this country, a key to peace on the Korean peninsula 
and the task to be settled prior to reunification” Further, it 
demanded the release of political offenders and ‘“‘abolition of all the 
anti-democratic evil laws’”’ The statement announced that political 
activity would be launched no matter how the Chon Du Hwan 
clique might deal with the question of restrictions on political 
activity. 

What countermeasure is the Chon Du Hwan clique going to take 
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in face of this? Needless to say, the south Korean press keep silent 
about it. . 

The 65th anniversary of the March First Movement is just 
around the corner. As the spring is coming nearer, sharp clashes are 
expected this year. I wonder if another military coup will take place 
in case the Chon Du Hwan clique is regarded as incapable of coping 
with the situation. Anyway, while Chon Du Hwan is at the wheel, the 
internal situation and the relations with the north remain very 
unstable and precarious. 
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THE POLITICAL SEASON COMES ROUND 


March 17, 1984 


The 65th Anniversary of the March 
First Movement 


Spring comes round and the political season begins with March | 
when the memory of the patriotic forerunners who fell down calling 
for independence in 1919 is honoured. The day is greeted with 
especially new emotion, not only because this is the 65th anniversary, 
but because it appears somehow as if today’s political confusion will 
lead to a fierce storm. 

At the official exercises marking the occasion, the government 
launched a concentrated attack, alleging that ‘“‘the north rejects 
dialogue with its own kind.” On March 2, it granted an “‘amnesty”’ to 
159 ‘‘arrested students.” This is, it declared, a “favour” granted on 
the occasion of the 65th anniversary of the March First Movement 
and the third anniversary of the so-called fifth Republic of the Chon 
Du Hwan clique. 

On the other hand, a grand commemoration was held by people, 
with the participation not only of Christians but of opposition 
political leaders. Pointing out that they inherited the spirit of the 
March 1, 1919 Declaration of Independence which said that “‘the age 
of armed force has gone and the time of moral justice has come,”’ the 
report at the ceremony stressed that in the light of the spirit of March 
1, they could not but assess today’s reality. as follows: 

‘‘Although 65 years have passed since the March First Move- 
ment, the age of armed force still continues in this land and the 
advent of the time of moral justice is a long way off. The people in 
this land are still fighting in the dark, far from enjoying freedoms of 
political activity, missionary work, thinking and freedoms from 
uneasiness, threat and violence. Bands of blackguards who sing the 
praises of the age of armed force are entrenched everywhere to 
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prevent the advent of the epoch of moral justice. Therefore, morality 
is not in a position to control strength but rather the converse is the 
case. And we cannot but lament that history is not written by the 
masses who wish to live honestly, faithfully and conscientiously but 
is steered in the wrong direction by the depraved and dishonest 
scamps who are lost to all sense of justice. 

Which of these two commemoration ceremonies really embodies 
the March | spirit? He who is 1n power will talk about justice and 
love of the country concealing their dirty intentions. Referring to this 
reality, the people say: 

“The shady union of the foreign aggressive force and the 
privileged circles is our reality which makes us boil with indignation. 
But our fellow countrymen have fostered an independent spirit 
through their long history full of ordeals. In this independent spirit, 
they repelled invasions of foreign forces many times and are doing so 
still now. The younger generation is far more laudable-and fights 
much better than our own generation. It seems we grow as a nation 
while overcoming ordeals.” 

It appears that thoughts become richer in a many-sided way in 
the times of ordeals, struggle and criticism. At present literature and 
historical science are making great creative progress and also poetry 
seems to have entered an epoch of great prosperity. A recent 
anthology of 17 poets “‘At last, Poets!’ has called forth enthusiastic 
response and become a best seller. It is without precedent that an 
anthology became a best seller. This is due to the fact that under the 
present circumstances poetry most precisely reflects the indignant 
feelings of the popular masses and sings of the day of liberation and 
victory metaphorically. 

What do people who live in such an epoch create? They create 
Irony, sarcasm and “‘wild rumour” Recently the words “‘two-figure 
I.Q.” are widely on the lips of primary school pupils. It is a nickname 
of Chon Du Hwan. He is also called by the name of “9 o’clock 
talent.”’ This is perhaps because he punctually appears on TV screen 
at the news hour of 9 p.m. There is a quiz “‘the common points and 
difference between Chon Du Hwan and Li Ju Il” Li Jullisa 
comedian whose look is very comical. Here is the answer to the quiz: 

Common points—Both are baldheaded and frequently appear 

on TV They both make us laugh very often. 
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Difference—One is a bad man and the other is a good man. If you 
call the former a fool, you will be arrested. If you call him 
a genius, you will be accused of “rumour mongering” 
Even if you call the latter a fool, nothing will happen to 
you, and even if you call him a genius, this will not be a 
“‘wild rumour” 
The former behaves childishly, but the latter knows well 
his own position. 

There will be no need of explaining this answer. The masses’ 
evaluation is very correct, the popular feelings are divine providence. 
The foreign forces take under their wing the illicit government 
against the feelings of the people and the will of Heaven. The Chon 
Du Hwan clique’s flunkeyism towards and act of selling out the 
country to the United States and Japan have reached their zenith. So 
we can say that the political situation in south Korea on the occasion 
of the 65th anniversary of the March First Movement is most 
incongruous with the commemoration day. It is really incom- 
prehensible that the one-time popular song Tok Islet Is Our Territory 
has been prohibited. It is said that a high-ranking official of Japan 
lodged a protest claiming that the islet belongs to Japan. The first 
stave of the song is: 


The solitary islet 200 ri by boat 

Southeast of Ullung Island is a home of all birds. 
It is our territory, this Tok Islet, 

No matter who says it is not. 


Thus has arrived an epoch of south Korea-Japan friendship 
when the two chieftains of south Korea and Japan sing in chorus the 
song Man in Yellow Shirt. Itis a unanimous view of the south Korean 
youth that the Japanese press has yielded to power and agreed to 
praise the Chon Du Hwan band and advertise its “stability” and 
“confidence” In this political season, the stormy days when the 
people turn out to materialize the March 1 spirit, | wonder how 
successful the United States and Japan will be 1n their efforts for 
backing up the tyranny of the Chon Du Hwan clique against the 
stream of history. : 

This year we greet the bicentennial of Catholic and centennial of 


73 


Protestant missionaries’ first arrival in Korea. In its “prayer on the 
bicentennial of the beginning of Catholic missionary work in 
Korea’, the Catholic church pointed out: 

‘Lord, lead us all to devote ourselves to the fight for truth in our 
age. Let the church stay with the poor and the weak in the 
honourable poverty of fraternity and gospel.” 

On February 27 the Catholic church called a general meeting of 
the Hanguk Christian Church Association on the theme of *“‘Peace to 
This Land” and adopted a declaration. The declaration admitted 
that “‘In our age of darkness and tribulations never known before in 
our history, we keenly feel that we-can neither live nor prosper 
without tolerating national humiliation, and that we have lost a 
chance to contribute to independent life and peace of mankind. 
And it stressed that the Catholic and Protestant churches would go 
ahead hand in hand in future too as they fought on along the thorny 
path ‘‘shoulder to shoulder to defend democracy and civil rights in 
the 1970's” 

Next, after pointing out the danger of nuclear weapons, the 
declaration expressed an ardent desire for reunification of the north 
and the south by a democratic method. In particular, it expressed 
warm sympathy with the ardent desire of our compatriots abroad 
who, despite the discriminate policy of the resident countries, craved 
for a reuntficd independent state capable of holding its own. The 
declaration also urged the democratization of the whole society and 
the building of a new worthwhile life. 

Fear drives people into an abyss of despair. No place is more 
rough and deeper than this abyss, so we may say that a change begins 
to take place in it. The present situation in south Korea seems to 
harbinger the forthcoming spring. It is clear to all that the Chon Du 
Hwan regime is the enemy of justice, the enemy of the people. The 
people have turned out against power. This reminds us of the “spring 
of Seoul” in 1980 that came after Pak Jung Hi had been shot to death 
on October 26, 1979. But those who make resistance are cautious in 
view of the lesson they drew from the cruelly downtrodden spring of 
that year. No one can tell if their struggle will end in a victory of the 
entire people or will be put down again by the brute force of the 
realigned military. But it is clear that the people will live .on 
tenaciously like grass and that those who try to cut down this 
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vigorous life of the nation are doomed. The recent history of south 
Korea shows that Syngman Rhee and Pak Jung Hi met their last 
miserably. 

People who fight in very pessimistic circumstances are going to 
treat this history optimistically on the occasion of the 65th anniver- 
sary of the March First Movement. Genuine optimism may be the 
flower budding out of bitter pessimism. 


Manipulation and Fraud 


A “national congress of clergymen for defending the freedom of 
missionary work’ was held under the sponsorship of the 
Presbyterian church on February 22 and 23. This meeting, too, 
proceeded in an enthusiastic atmosphere. The sponsors applied to 
the police for permitting the over 600 attendants to hold “a 
procession for peace, reunification and missionary work” in clerical 
garments from the Christian Association building in Chongno Street 
No. 5 to the Songnam church where they planned to have the closing 
service on the afternoon of the 23rd. There is no need to say that it 
was turned down. The road was guarded with swarms of riot 
policemen. The attendants of the congress gave up the procession 
and only went round the Songnam church seven times chanting 
hymns. This is an event worthy of note because it expressed the 
determination of the church to wage a nonviolent struggle. 

In January last, the Catholic church disclosed the “reality of our 
publication culture” in the name of the Committee for Justice and 
Peace. The “law on the registration of publishing houses and 
printing shops” enacted by the present regime, to say nothing of the 
freedom of the press stipulated in the Constitution, is trampled 
underfoot by a directive of the so-called Ministry of Culture and 
Information. The authorities concerned do not accept the appli- 
cation for establishing a new publishing house and prohibit even the 
moving of a local publishing house to Seoul. Not only that, the 
Ministry of Culture and Information censors publications in adv- 
ance and even bans their sale although there is no relevant law to do 
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so. Nobody knows under which provisions their sale 1s banned. It is 
entirely left at the discretion of individual officials. As a result, men 
of the ministry and security agents frequently confiscate books at 
bookstores without warrant. The ministry says that the books are 
kept in its custody, and the booksellers who suffered a great loss only 
tremble with fear due to threat and blackmail. In addition, a fatal 
blow is dealt to the publishing houses, printing companies and 
bookstores through the investigation of tax payment. 

In the three years since the seizure of power by Chon Du Hwan, 
112 kinds of books have been confiscated as seditious publications. 
This is nearly four times the number of books banned as seditious 
during the 18 years of Pak Jung Hi’s rule. This means the intensifi- 
cation of oppression against the intellectuals. For all this, those books 
are continuously published and read widely in secrecy like clandestine 
publications. This attests to the fact that young people demand such 
publications and people who make resistance are becoming very brisk 
in their spiritual activities. Thus, the Catholic church 1s requiring the 
Chon Du Hwan regime to repeal its administrative measures against 
publications which impede cultural progress. 

Like this, the resistance of the dissident forces is no longer a mere 
emotional repulsion, but is a struggle waged under reasonable 
demands based on social and scientific investigation. This certainly 
means a step forward in the struggle. The same is the case with Pastor 
Cho Sung Hyok and Professors Li Yong Hui and Kang Man Gil 
who were released on February 14, 45 days after their arrest. In this 
case, too, protests were lodged continuously on the basis of minute 
investigations, the findings and reports were made public and 
meetings were held to hear the reports. For instance, the 20-page 
pamphlet “Information about the Case of the Reunification 
Problem—Report on the Unwarranted Arrest of Persons Connected 
with the ‘Analysis of School Textbooks about the Reunification 
Problem’ Conducted by the Hanguk Christian Research Institute of 
Social Problems” reproved the acts of the Chon Du Hwan regime 
one by one by soft arguments in a persuasive tone. This may be the 
most effective method of resistance in putting the tyrannical regime 
on the defensive. 

Underlying this are the strategical and tactical intentions to make 
the most of the ferocity of the tyrannical regime against it. The 
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resistants are very glad that the Christians and the intellectuals have 
come to make common cause in regard to the reunification problem. 

Upon their release on February 14, the three men had been 
forced by TV reporters in front of the prison to give a press interview. 
They were expressionless like robots and from their mouths flowed 
the words which they had been compelled to learn by heart for a few 
days without sleeping so as to repeat them like parrots outside. In 
particular, Professor Li Yong Hui who was imprisoned for the 
second time on charges of violating the anti-communist law, had 
been threatened with a capital punishment. They stated mechani- 
cally that it was their fault that they had remarked on the complex 
reunification problem and that they would act in step with the 
government on this problem in future, and that they felt sorry for 
having caused much trouble. 

This disappointed some people a great deal. They had thought 
that they could now talk about the reunification problem. The youth 
who had been delighted regarding it as a great step forward were 
much disappointed. The wife of one of the released, it is said, wept 
trembling with anger and said to her husband, ‘“‘What a shame! 
You'd better go back to prison.” Torture is so sophisticated that it 
can now bring about this sort of tragedy, but power can never be 
maintained by such underhand methods. The Chon Du Hwan 
regime, far from conducting state affairs, is now engrossed in wicked 
manipulation without taking any appropriate step. As a result, it is 
sliding deeper into quandary. 

The “joint negotiation committee” of the church which had 
fought for the just settlement of this case made a statement on 
February 11 protesting against the “‘press trial’’, accusing the press 
of falsely reporting, even before the case was tried, that “they had 
supported north Korea’s reunification policy in their lectures.”’ The 
statement pointed out that the persons involved in it were “forced to 
stand witness falsely at this press trial’ and stressed that the church 
would lay bare the truth for itself if the government did not do so and 
correct the distorted reports spread by that time. The manipulations 
of the Chon Du Hwan clique in relation to the people will eventually 
isolate the latter still more and quicken their ruin. We hope that the 
Japanese press will have no hand in such manipulations to dupe the 
Japanese people. Allow me to quote the statement in part: 
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“The authorities subjected these three men to mental tortures for 
45 days and forced them, as a condition for release, to repeatedly 
practise speaking words as dictated so as to answer the questions of 
reporters without a hitch. The purpose of this was to manipulate the 
public opinion. By so doing, they attempted to damage the prestige 
of the released in the eyes of the public and, more, to debase the 
dignity of all the Christians. 

“The recent case clearly shows us what a terrible result will be 
brought about when the powers get hold of the press and mislead it. 
But truth cannot be distorted by force. As the case proves, if the 
people’s voluntary and independent participation in the debate of 
the reunification problem is negated and the government arbitrarily 
imposes its unification policy, there will be no advance towards 
reunification. The people are the subject of reunification and the 
government itself is not an exclusive possession of a certain 
organization. The government should guarantee the people freedom 
of discussion on reunification and thus assume the attitude of a 
faithful servant obeying the will of the people who aspire for national 
reunification” (From the February 1! statement of the “joint 
negotiation committee” of the church.) 

The Chon Du Hwan government prattles that it is ready to holda 
north-south dialogue now. It gags and imprisons people who aspire 
after reunification. Then, how is it going to speak of reunification? 
What is it driving at when it speaks of bipartite or quadruple talk? 
The people take a very cold attitude towards it, showing no interest 
or concern. They totally ignore it. What kind of bargain is this 
regime seeking to make with it? Is it aiming at gaining support to the 
power whose prestige has fallen to the ground? But the people are fed 
up with excessive manipulations and frauds. However hard the Chon 
Du Hwan regime may try to manipulate things, it will not be able to 
attain its aim. But the manipulation is the only ruling means left in its 
hands, and so this is nothing but a phenomenon occurring on the eve 
of downfall. 

Suppression and manipulation are prevailing throughout south 
Korea. I remember the poem ““Workers’ Settlement” carried in the 
circulating magazine “Working Youth” of the Catholic Working 
Youth Association. Its message is that the road to the factory in the 
morning is filled with voices of noisy people who have no ideal, and 
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here “‘moribund human life is the actual being and the rational 
reality is walking over the tce.”’ This implies that only afflictions and 
death are the reality and reason is frozen and choked. 

March 10 is the so-called ‘““Working People’s Day.” At the 
celebration which workers were not permitted to attend, the Prime 
Minister only urged ‘“‘the working people and entrepreneurs to 
remember that they row in one boat.” On the other hand, workers 
who had been in jail for four months because they had protested 
against the blacklist and released on last February 1 made public the 
“Oppression of the Workers by the Present Regime and Our 
Resolve”’ on the occasion of the Working People’s Day and rose ina 
struggle again. Releasing them, the authorities had promised to 
scrap the blacklist and ensure their return to their workplace. But 
they threatened to imprison them again if they should demand their 
reinstatement. Thus, they resolved to retaliate. Here J introduce their 
statement in part: 

‘When will democracy come to this land? How long should we 
groan in this dark, grim world without freedom? The vicious 
repressive policy of the present regime and its accomplices, mono- 
polistic big businesses, are stifling us by force. Are our desperate 
efforts for promoting a democratic labour movement going to end in 
smoke like this? No, never! We have been fooled too much. In the 
face of this lie and fraudulence, we have no room to fall back. We are 
not cowards trembling in fear of being jailed once more. Our 
reinstatement will be a spark which will call the democratic labour 
movement back to life again in this land. We will never yield to 
whatever difficulties and ordeals. We will staunchly fight on until 
our return to our jobs is realized and the democratic labour 
movement is guaranteed, with conviction that even small sparks, put 
together, can break a huge rock.” 

This is a resolve of young workers to combat brute force, 
manipulation and fraudulence and an outcry of the human spirit 
which will not succumb to force, however formidable. Underlying it 
is confidence in the victory of truth and victory of the popular 
masses. Here is also optimism budding out of pessimism. And they 
are convinced, though not expressed in words, that the masses and 
workers encourage and support them. At present, the people are 
awakening rapidly. No power is safe enough from collapse when 
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rejected by the whole nation. The privileged swagger around as if the 
whole world were their own, but it is a law that they will turn 
degenerate and reactionary and fall down. How, then, was it possible 
that such an idea took deep roots in the minds of the young workers 
who are not much learned? The words of a friend occurred to me: 

“Those in power will inevitably take to foul ways in conducting 
state affairs to continue to accumulate a fortune, and then de- 
mocracy will lose its early progressiveness and turn into government 
which guarantees them enrichment and pleasure and imposes 
ignorance and poverty upon the popular masses....”’ 

In an age like ours not only poor young workers but also 
roadside stones would cry out. By resorting to violence, manipu- 
lation and humbuggery, those in power disclose their avarice more 
clearly. As a consequence, they are further isolated and weakened. 


Wrath of Youth 


Last autumn, one hundred young people were forced into 
torture to confess their being “‘socialists’’ Here, socialists mean 
communists. 

According to a “declaration of conscience of the church evening 
school” dated January 16, 1984, they had run evening schools for 
workers by making use of church buildings and were “‘abducted, 
dozens at a time, to be put to the rack in the dark secret investigation 
rooms of the headquarters of peace” ‘‘Up to those who were 
exhausted with the blows of fists and wooden staffs or were shivering 
from top to toe with cold in a bathtub filled with water run through 
the corridor the groans of friends who were undergoing examination 
and torture. Word went around that Mr. So-and-so attempted 
suicide,” dispiriting them, it is said. Then, what gave them strength 
at that time? 

“At this critical juncture, we thought of workers who had 
attached so much faith to us. We could clearly visualize bright faces 
of worker-students who were poorer than us and who, sitting around 
a lukewarm stove on a cold winter day, calmly said that now they 
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could openly declare themselves to be workers and would live a 
strenuous life for the good of fellow workers of this country. And we 
called to mind the days when we had been encouraged at the sight of 
young workers attending evening school in their stained working 
clothes after their shift, though others of their age attended school 
under the utmost care of parents, and the faces of my colleagues who 
drained the cup, sobbing out, ‘Should there be so large gaps among 
human lives? Where are equality, freedom and justice we learned at 
university?’ ” 

They could not withstand the torture and put their fingerprint on 
the “statement” which admitted their infiltration into enterprises to 
carry out organizational work for the building of a socialist state. 
Over 300 university students who served as evening school teachers 
organized a federation and made public the declaration of con- 
science. Protesting against a distorted report of the “Leftist organi- 
zations penetrating into the industrial circle’ published in the 
January 7 “Kyonghyang Sinmun’, they cross-questioned: Why 
should it be regarded as ‘‘anti-government ideological education for 
socialist revolution” that they taught maltreated workers national 
language, civic virtues and history and awakened them to human 
dignity through the activities of the self-governing association, then 
they made a resolve to “‘defend evening school?” 

They were punished tn the universities, purged from them and 
even imprisoned on the ground that they had given lessons to 
workers. Most of them were also repelled from the church. Workers 
were sacked for the only reason that they attended the evening 
school. All of them were twenty or thereabout and worked 12 to 14 
hours a day. In the name of all the graduates of the evening schools 
they. lodged a protest against the closing down of them. 

“Now we have been even deprived of the least opportunity of 
learning, the opportunity barely afforded for us who had no access 
to schooling 1n narrow circumstances, whatever can we do?... Is it to 
blame that with a resolve to make our coming generations, if not 
ourselves, lead an honourable life, we, though young, found the road 
to knowledge in spite of all kinds of contempt, humiliation and 
maltreatment? That day, forgetful of returning home, we shed tears 
with our teachers and pledged not to part from each other till our last 
day. What and who the devil is blamable?” 
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They said that they would go on with their efforts to learn 
because they had not been learned and to ledd a life befitting to men 
because they were men. 

The “‘case of allied evening school association”’ has been still up 
in the air. 

Those who had been examined and tortured, were released, only 
to receive so-called refinement education. This is, in short, an 
ideological remoulding, in which even “‘critics of historical material- 
ism” is dealt with. In this case many workers with a college 
background were arrested, so the newspaper reported in a flurry, 
“leftist organization which infiltrated into the industrial world 
detected.”’ To counter this, they issued the statement, ““Why did we 
become workers?” in the name of the “workers involved in the 
democratic evening school case”’ on January 16. Let me cite passages 
from it: 

“We could not but contemplate the role and mission of 
intellectuals in this land where indolent and weak-minded ‘high- 
grade technicians’ are mass-produced in campuses. After the 
institution of Pak Jung Hi’s ‘Revitalization’ system and the May 17 
coup, under the present government’s anti-democratic reign, we 
could not help paying attention to recovering democracy as required 
by society and actively seeking for the way to bring it into reality... 
Seeing with our own eyes a miserable plight of workers who account 
for the absolute majority of the population and of the present 
regime’s contempt and suppression of them, we realized that we 
could not expect democratization of society unless they came to 
enjoy a life befitting to men through a democratic labour movement. 
We thought we could develop the democratic labour movement only 
when we went among workers and clasped their sinewy hands.” 

In this way they refused to stand on the side of those who 
deprived workers of the fruits of their toil and moil. They heard a 
desperate cry in the silence of their colleagues who were going out to 
buy rice on credit because wages were in arrears. The newspaper 
“Kyonghyang Sinmun” wrote, “Once college graduates hold posts, 
they will be offered a salary of over 300,000 won but they are willing 
to be workers paid 3,000 won a day.” And it added that they did so 
because of their seditious thought. The workers with college 
background denounced this as an abominable attitude of those 
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ignorant of the serious contradictions in south Korean socicly 
and expressed their resolve to go their own way according to their 
faith. 

The Genera! Federation of Hanguk Christian Students publish- 
ed a pamphlet ‘“‘Chapped Hands Are Beautiful” by compiling their 
on-the-spot notes. The pamphlet lays bare the true colour of the 
confused politics which put up the slogan of “‘advanced homeland” 
Here I would like to cite only some lines reflecting the wrath of young 
people who have to live this age of agonies in south Korea. The lines 
depict what one of them felt leaving home for factory. 

‘“‘When I madea telephone call to my home, my mother answered 
it. Worried, she said she would prepare and bring to the station my 
subsidiary food which might have run out if I had no time to drop in 
at home. When I put down the receiver and determined to go away, 
my heart bled. I tried to make my parents comply with my wishes but 
only in vain. It is a pity that I have continued to tell a falsehood to 
them or only dash their hope. Nevertheless, I cannot back down on 
the road I took. I should follow it. Icannot abandon it but should go 
on, contraposed. It seems that both sides approach each other 
someday, but eventually there will be a wide gap between them. This 
is the sorrow felt by young people in south Korea.”’ 

This wrath of theirs will finally flare up into flames. 

The resistance of young Christians 1s also getting fiercer daily. As 
an instance, a missionary congress of the Young Men’s Presbyterian 
Association may be cited. In the congress which was held from 
January 18 to 20 under the heading “Nation, Democracy and 
Popular Masses”’ field reports were heard, a ceremony took place in 
memory of eight students who had fallen while fighting in the ranks 
of the democratization movement from the 1970’s, poems recited 
and testimonies of the families of the detained given. It was literally a 
congress of protest and resistance. 

When the materials on this meeting were confiscated, over 300 
out of the 800 attendants started a hunger strike in protest against it 
and three students of Seoul National and Koryo Universities were 
arrested. They who had been speaking and acting freely without 
scrupling at anything issued a statement with a determination to 
martyrize themselves. 

In the statement they stressed: 
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‘The threat to the fate of the nation is daily increasing and the 
people live in a great distress in the vortex of aggression, plunder and 
militarization intensified by the imperialists after the national split 
which was forced upon them by the avaricious foreign forces. 
Tearful resistance continues everywhere to restore rudimentary 
human rights, the right to exist at least. But we know too well the 
present powers that be are running wild only to prolong their life. 
This is an inevitable result of its brutality, injustice and immorality 
which were revealed in the usurp of the power and its ferociousness 
and impotent leadership which have been exposed in its reign. This is 
why all the popular masses brand it as an anti-national, anti-popular 
military dictatorial regime and devotedly fight demanding it to leave 
office for the future of the nation and the realization of democracy. 

Following this emergency statement, the second one was made 
public which flayed presbyters who acted on the government’s 
directives. An unprecedentedly fierce struggle is now fought within 
and without the church. This church being conservative, the youth 
movement was comparatively moderate. But it rapidly picked up 
now. 

It seems a great change may take place. Wrath of youths flares 
up. To cope with this, the Chon Du Hwan clique may slip bands of 
thugs into the ranks of non-violent champions and manipulate them. 
And as in the May 17 incident in 1980, they may stage another 
military coup under the pretext of “‘preventing the Red movement 
and saving the country out of confusion.” They have no other 
measure to counter the oncoming political events including the 
election to the National Assembly. It is foreseen that because their 
regime can possibly be toppled in political disturbances they will take 
the ball before the bound to prolong their life even a bit by carrying 
on the power politics of the military such as dissolving the National 
Assembly and suspending the Constitution. They may think this can 
be their only resort even if it brings about a situation which is more 
critical than in the May 17 incident in 1980, and can never be 
smoothed out. 

They have no mind to act following the course of history. They 
are indeed despicable; they are only under the impulse of the animal 
instinct of prolonging their lives. 
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White Paper on the Campus Problem 


Here is another sad story. Kim Yong who was a student of the 
Science Faculty of Pusan University was captured on May 19, 1980 
in the act of distributing handbills in protest against the May 17 
military coup and got injuries all over his body from torture. He was 
sentenced to three years in prison by a military tribunal under 
martial law, But upon the repeal of martial law he was released and 
pressed into the army at once. But a reading circle case called the 
Purim incident occurred in September 1981. He had been involved in 
the circle, so when he saw a car of the army security force coming 
while on guard duty, he mistook it for coming to arrest him and ran 
away to a mountain. Unable to endure hunger, he surrendered 
himself in three days. Although he had run away recalling the pains 
of the previous torture, he was severely tortured again now. It is said 
that he is serving a ten years term, branded as a communist who 
deserted while on duty. 

Military prison is said to make the inmates invalid without 
exception. Moreover, he is suffering from the aftermath of torture. A 
rumour went round that expelled students would be allowed to 
return to the campus. His mother, it 1s said, earnestly hopes that her 
son will also receive this ‘‘favour” His family were not admitted to 
the court when he was tried nor informed of the sentence handed out 
to him. Now, should we remain mere onlookers to the lives wearing 
away under violence? 

Newspapers give wide publicity to the problem of reinstating 
1,363 expelled students (a figure released by the government) at 
universities. Until now the government has contended that the police 
was not present in universities, thus denying the stark fact, but this 
time declared that the police would be withdrawn from the campus. 
Then, the Minister of Education attached a condition that the police 
would quit at the request of the school authorities. And he stated that 
the autonomy of university should be restored and that meetings of 
students in the campus would not be suppressed. 
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But there are too many things we cannot understand. If students 
call for the autonomy of university at a meeting in the campus, it is 
labelled as an act of radical leftist students and reported widely in the 
papers. And a general meeting of professors is called to make them 
support the policy of the authorities. Thus, the government tries to 
pit the professors against the students. 

In Yonsei University which was declared free from the police, the 
room of the student association was searched by agents at night. But, 
strangely enough, this fact was admitted by the authorities and 
reported by newspapers. In ‘addition, although they suggest the 
autonomy of university and reinstatement of expelled students, both 
the government and the university turn deaf ears to the demand for 
the revision of school regulations in advance, abuse them as “radical 
leftist students’, and the press chime in with them. Many students 
are now walked off to the police station continuously. On February 
18 a general meeting of expelled students in the Seoul-Inchon area 
issued a statement ““Who prevent our return to university?” exposing 
such facts. 

Universities remain silent so far on the question of why students 
have to fight staging demonstrations. But they denounce as a trend 
towards social revolution the just assertion that an institutional 
reform is necessary for the freedom of the campus. On February 18, a 
general meeting of the Seoul-Inchon Area Negotiation Committee 
for Returning to University was held before the front gate of Koryo 
University. But it was attacked by the police and 19 students were 
arrested. They were severely tortured and beaten up. This was the 
harshest of all beatings ever known. Students issued a statement 
under the title ““We Accuse the Songbuk Police Station of Its 
Violence” and strongly demanded ‘‘an open apology and expla- 
nation of the truth” from the chief of the police station. Then they 
brought a suit against the head of its information section. 

In order to bring this state of affairs to light, appeals to the people 
and appeals to parents or undergraduates are issued in succession in 
universities. The appeals warn them not to be taken in by the 
impotent university authorities and professors who had not lent ears 
to the earnest supplication of parents when students were expelled 
and remained indifferent when they were arrested, imprisoned and 
released. But now they promise to meet the parents of expelled 
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students and settle their problem in their favour. But the molive 
behind this is to utilize their parents in reinstating the expelled 
students through screening without democratizing the campus. 

On February 24, an appeal was published in the name of the 
“parents of expelled students” The appeal asked if it was right to 
blame only the students for their leftist tendency while closing the 
eyes to the wrong state administration by the older generation and 
why parents and students must be investigated and forced to write an 
apology. It also expressed the following apprehension: 

“It is said that back in the campus, the students were labelled as 
questionable and pressed into the army against their will. In the army 
some died of maltreatment. What a terrible thing this is!” 

Then, what is the use of returning to university? On March 9, the 
Ministry of Education announced that of the 1,203 expelled students 
740 wanted to return to the campus and 411 submitted a written 
application for it. Then new school term began on March 2, but these 
students are still in the stage of submitting papers and their 
reinstatement has not yet been realized. To take Seoul University for 
example, those who hope returning to university must be less than a 
fifth of all the expelled students. It is reported that those who are 
going to return are mainly students of local universities where the 
conditions for struggle are adverse. 

If they go back to university before the realization of 
democratization of the campus, the struggle they waged and the 
sacrifices they made so far will come to naught. A memorandum 
of Seoul University students “Our Attitude towards the Reinstate- 
ment” stressed the necessity of clearly knowing that the Chon Du 
Hwan regime facing the resistance of the people is utilizing the 
reinstatement as an expediency to attract the people’s eyes and 
recover its prestige at home and abroad. Manipulating the press, it 
said, the Chon Du Hwan regime schemes to denounce the students 
and claim its own legitimacy. In other words, the regime conceals its 
crimes and serious contradictions and ascribes the grave situation to 
the campus problem, the appeal analysed. Then, it emphasized the 
need of fighting this regime in unity. 

The organized resistance of expelled students with regard to 
their reinstatement problem ts the first of its kind in the history 
of the south Korean student movement. Their resentment is too 
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deep-seated to be mitigated merely by reinstatement. They have 
grown notably. Some are of the opinion that some students should 
be returned to the campus so as to see what will happen there after 
that. They also contend that as for the opposition politicians 
acquitted of the ban on their political activity, some must enter the 
National Assembly and the rest form the second front fighting 
outside. 

The statement “For Genuine Reinstatement and Campus 
Freedom” made by a general meeting of expelled students of Seoul 
University on March 8 clearly shows that many students are dubious 
about the step taken this time. They believe that the Chon Du Hwan 
clique is planning to pressgang them after reenlisting them in 
universities. Signs are already apparent of the scheme for pressing all 
once imprisoned students into the army in contravention of the 
convention according to which the army did not accept ex-convicts 
including political offenders who served a term longer than six 
months. Once pressganged, those students are discriminated and 
investigated in separation. They are sent out on leave to spy on and 
report about their seniors and juniors at universities. No resistance is 
allowed against military orders. Han Hui Chol, student of the 
Technology Faculty of Seoul University (enlisted in 1979), also died 
an unexplained death. 

It is impossible to think that the Chon Du Hwan band have. 
national conscience, the band that committed the blood-curdling 
massacre of Kwangju citizens in 1980. They have built a. prison called 
the army and are going to turn it into a ground of execution without 
trial, another ground of people’s holocaust. Their hands are always 
bloodstained. If their reinstatement policy ends in failure this time, 
they will think out another plan for suppression to save their face. 
The soldier is liable to wield the sword if he thinks his face has been 
lost. 

At universities, however, even the students’ national defence 
corps came to lead the van in the struggle for the freedom of campus. 
It may be said that it represents the view of expelled students. 
Expelled students think that now is not the time to rack their brains 
over trivial questions like going back to university, but they should 
revive the original mission of the democratic movement. For the 
present, they have three targets. The first is to secure the release of 
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their fellow students still in jail. On March 2, 159 students were set 
free, so those who still remain behind bars on the charge of 
demonstration and so on are 25 or so. 

The second is to fight for the reinstatement of professors. This 
problem is now much entangled on account of the wiles of the 
government. 

The government announced that of 80 or so dismissed professors 
over 40 were reinstated, but the council of dismissed professors 
refuted it as entirely contrary to the fact. In order to weaken the 
resistance of Kwangju citizens, it announced that a few expelled 
professors of Chonnam University in Kwangju would be accepted at 
Chonbuk University. But even now when the new school term has 
begun, they have received no notice of appointment. Needless to say, 
they have not given a lecture. Only three or four professors have been 
taken on as part-time lecturers or research workers at Christian 
missionary universities. And many professors are forced to lead a 
hard life without any hope for the future. How brazen-faced the 
Chon Du Hwan regime is to tell a lie like this! 

The government obstructs the returning of these professors to 
their former posts because it fears that they would be looked up toas 
heroes, they say. But owing to the government’s manipulation 
behind the scenes it is not an easy job for them to obtain a post at 
other universities. There is not a university president who is capable 
of employing them at his discretion. On the part of professors, they 
are all aged and so are unwilling to move to other universities. If they 
condescend to go about in quest of a job, all the struggle they have 
waged so far will come to naught. They also apprehend that they 
may be despised and rejected by students at another university. 

They remember civil officials who were exiled for having 
offended those in power during the Li dynasty, and mutter to 
themselves that they might also live in exile for a decade. However, 
they have now launched out on a most vigorous action. Universities 
must not wait for the government’s directives, but strive to regain the 
freedom of employing professors. Without this, the autonomy and 
freedom of the campus cannot be expected, they insist. They now 
demanded interviews with university presidents. But they were 
rejected. They had met the Prime Minister, but it was in vain. So they 
now intend to see Chon Du Hwan directly. On the other hand, they 
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are planning to begin a citizens’ course, that is, a citizens’ university 
which is not a formal university. 

The third target of the students’ struggle is to lay bare the truth of 
the cases of their fellow students who were pressed into the army 
after guided suspension from campus and died death of unknown 
origin in the army. Meanwhile, over 600 students were pressganged. 
South Korea must not be turned into another Argentina. According 
to law, the only son 1s exempted from military service, but this is not 
applied to those who are pressganged on political grounds. A student 
of Songgyungwan University was pressed into the army although he 
was the only third son in his family line. He died a trainee in the 
security force. He had been supposed to smuggle himself into the 
anti-government movement as a spy. 

According to the assertion of the students, nine students died of 
unknown causes like this and the Minister of Education, too, 
admitted that six had died. But on March 15, the Ministry of 
National Defence issued a brief statement announcing that five ex- 
student soldiers had died while receiving a drill together with 
ordinary soldiers not from “‘any special cause” but due to “‘safety 
accident” or “‘weapon accident.’’ Neither a government organ nor 
the National Assembly is in a position to ascertain the truth of this 
statement. The people must believe this statement for the sake of 
national security and whoever doubts or criticizes it will be regarded 
as a communist. 

But the students and Christian organizations are prepared to 
bring the matter to light at all costs. Encouraged by this, the 
bereaved families appeal to people at the Thursday prayer meeting 
and elsewhere. Terrible stories are going round: Some students were 
shot to death, others killed with knife and yet others stabbed to death 
with a sharp drill or the like. 

We are disheartened to think what will result from such 
confusion and confrontation. But the popular masses will rise up 
again even if they are trodden underfoot like grass. They will not be 
defeated. In this sense, we can be optimistic. Young folk grow and 
the people are rapidly awakening ideologically. On March 8, the 
committee for the promotion of reinstatement of the expelled 
students of Seoul University made public a ““White Paper on the 
Campus Problem” in which it demanded, on the basis of detailed 
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information and analysis of the campus problem, a series of 
democratic improvements for restoring the proper appearance of 
university. The authorities and the university are at their wit’s end in 
the face of this scientific method of struggle. This struggle to corner 
the government by such a method ts without precedent in the history 
of the south Korean students’ movement. 

On account of limited space, I cannot introduce here the content 
of the white paper in detail, but the paper will be recorded as precious 
material in the modern history of south Korea. 

Is it impossible to:produce such a testimony of national-historic 
value without a bloody struggle and sacrifice? It is a sad fact. 


university. So, I was chosen. to be an administrative clerk, but was 
rejected. The order from above was that I should serve as a rifleman 
in the rifle unit. But I failed in shooting practice as I could not see 100 
metres ahead and so was always beaten. At long last, my mother 
received news of me and came to see me. But we were watched 
throughout our conversation. Both mother and I wept. 

‘As I learned later, the army investigation organ had copies of all 
my letters. I was not granted furlough. All members of my platoon 
recommended me for a leave of absence, but it was turned down. In 
1983 my juniors at university came one after another. They had been 
forced into the army. One of them, unable to bear the maltreatment, 
shot his own toe. 

‘We pledged to one another to return home alive under any 
circumstances. Sometimes we drank and sang the poem of Kim Ji Ha 
‘A Burning Thirst’ in tears. At the end of 1983 when we were 
supposed to be discharged from service soon, the investigation organ 
called us out and took us to Seoul, where we were locked up in an 
apartment house. We changed into the uniform of the reserve army 
and had to go through the ‘brainwashing process’ for 17 days. We 
were forced to write a statement which was enough to wither us 
physically and mentally. We were made to tell them the names of our 
friends. When our statement fatled to satisfy them, we were put to 
torture. 

“They granted us a three-day furlough, demanding that we 
should spy and report on our seniors and juniors. I stayed cooped up 
at home and visited nobody. If we spoke of this fact even after 
discharge, we would be violating military law, they told us. It would 
be a leakage of military secret, so to say. In this way, the military 
made itself best informed of the trends of the students. So, the army 
that assumes the sacred duty of national defence is being turned into 
an agency for suppressing the students. A struggle should be waged 
against this. This may be our obligation to our comrades who lost 
their lives in the army.” 

Nobody knows what revenge the blackguards will take on this 
youth for this testimony. Then, the human right committee is 
resolved to fight for all it is worth. Now let us return to the report and 
have a look into the university regulations concerning the forcible 
suspension from school. 
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In the case of Seoul University, paragraph 1, Article 70 of the 
Regulations says, ‘‘...when it is specifically deemed necessary due to 
disease or from the educational point of view, the president is 
entitled to order a suspension from school during the school term at 
the request of deans.” 

Inapplicable to this case, it is said, is the stipulation that 
suspension from school should not extend longer than two school 
terms at a stretch and four school terms in the whole period of 
attendance at university. Other universities, too, have similar 
provisions. In case a student is judged as “‘unfit to receive regular 
lessons’, he can be suspended or expelled from school at any time. 
Such provisions came into being after 1980, that is after Chon Du 
Hwan’s advent to power. Thus, students have been expelled from 
university automatically even without consultation with the students 
themselves or their families, if the security organ notified the 
university authorities that they are “questionable” 

Students of this kind are pressganged into the army. In many 
cases, they are hauled off straight from the police cells to the army. 
Article 19 of the enforcement ordinance of the Agency of Military 
Service Administration stipulates, “‘20 days’ notice shall be given of 
physical examination and 30 days’ notice of enrollment” But this 
stipulation is utterly ignored. Sometimes, the notices of enrollment 
only affixed with the seal of the chief of the Agency of Military 
Service Administration are brought and, after asking and filling in 
their legal domiciles, addresses, and the like, handed over directly to 
the students. 

Students meet with such a mishap for the mere reason that they 
were on the spot of demonstration. Further, agents of the security 
organ raided the houses of students by surprise at night and, 
finding their diaries or scribblings, would say that these were “‘drafts 
of prints” or ‘“‘plans for leading demonstration”’, and sent them from 
the police station to the army. From about 1983 the number of 
imprisoned political offenders was cut down for the purpose of 
improving their international reputation and this repressive method 
of forced drafting was employed extensively. Even cases of hepatitis, 
pleuritis, infantile paralysis and epilepsy, shortsighted persons, and 
those weighing less than 40 kilogrammes and those who were short 
of the age were enlisted in the army. 
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Usually, when a student absents himself from university and 
volunteers for military service, he should wait for six months or one 
year before enlistment. But in case of forcible drafting it will take him 
only 48 hours to join up. In the army he will undergo the 
‘‘reeducation of those whose school register has specially changed, 
that is, the ‘‘brainwashing process” 

He is separated from his unit for a certain period and ordered to 
write a ‘record of his doings” and a “reflection” on his past life. In 
this way, the army security unit collects information and “‘analyses 
the inclinations” of the newcomer. At times it grants him furlough 
and makes him visit his seniors and juniors, the circles and churches 
connected with him to collect information. He is given detailed 
instructions about what to spy on. During a leave of absence he is 
supposed to report once in two or three days to the intelligence agent 
in charge of the area where he stays, and to submit a full report after 
returning to the unit. He is also asked to submit a signed vow never to 
leak such facts. During military service he is told to read some 
designated books and should submit their impressions on them for 
guidance. 

‘According to the data ascertained so far, six persons died under 
such circumstances, but the causes are not known. There is no 
knowing the number of those who have been wounded or mentally 
deranged. 

This report contains the findings about the six dead. Perhaps, 
some of them declined to spy on others and committed suicide. 
Rather, it is believed that in all probability they were tortured to 
death for declining to act as spies and then given an outward show of 
suicide. There is no witness of their suicide. They had always been 
annoyed because they had been forced to act as spies. Their bodies 
were covered with the wounds and bruises from tortures. It 1s said 
that their wrists bore the marks of binding by iron chains. This is a 
too sad story. Their families keep silent about the matter. Some of 
them changed their residence. All of the victims were fine young men. 

‘‘Here let me mention the case of Kim Du Hwang, student of, 
Koryo University, who was born in 1960 and died on June 18, 1983. 

Born as the third son of a well-to-do family with three sons and 
three daughters, Kim Du Hwang matriculated at the political 
economy faculty of Koryo University in 1980. 
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He endeared himself to all around him, for he was always 
cheerful and faithful in everything. He disposed of matters with 
confidence in his activity in the campus. With his irresistible humour 
and excellent wit and kind consideration, he exerted influence on 
many people and maintained good relations with his friends. In 
particular, when he was in the third grade, he was in charge of the 
academic society of the economics department. He actively or- 
ganized symposiums and lecture meetings and thus played the 
leading role in livening up and democratizing the campus activities. 
He was discussing about the campus festival for 1983, the April 19 
functions and so on and planning the ways and means for them, 
when on March 8 he was walked off to the Songbuk police station. 
Contrary to the promise that ‘‘We have something to inquire of you 
about the matter of other students. You shall go home in no time,” 
he was abused badly for 7-8 days and let out on the evening of March 
15. Then he received notice of appearance together with his parents 
again on the evening of the 16th. He stayed at Ssissigan Hotel until 
the morning of the 18th together with other students and three 
detectives. His parents were in another room. On the 18th an official 
of the Agency of Military Service Administration turned up and 
drew up a simple document. Then he was forcibly drafted into the 
army and sent to xxx reserve unit. 

He had behaved himself with dignity at the Songbuk police 
station. He had consoled his friends who were examined together 
with him by an ease and placid attitude and humour. The student 
Ryang Chang Uk enrolled in the sociology department in 1980 who 
was examined with him in the same.case was pressganged likewise in 
the form of voluntary suspension from school and is now performing 
military duties in Kangwon Province. 

Little has been known about the life of Kim Du Hwang in the 
army. He had not a single day out during about 100 days from 
enlistment on March 18, 1983 to the day of his death on June 18. All 
his families heard was that he received a certificate of merit from the 
division commander for his good showing in the training centre. I 
believe that this was due to his usual optimism and his creed that “A 
man should live conscientiously wherever he goes.” ...Kim Du 
Hwang had played an important role in the student movement in 
Koryo University and so he seems to have been a very big 
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operational target of the army investigation organ. 

According to his family he died at 11:30 p.m. on June 18. Early in 
the morning of June 19 the family received notice from the army, and 
his two brothers and two brothers-in-law arrived on the scene of 
accident at 3 p.m. that day. They hold their tongue about the scene at 
the time. His body was a miserable sight with the whole of his head 
gone, I heard. The army explained that “In the morning Kim took a 
shower and changed his clothes. In the evening he ate cooked rice, 
scorched rice and bread, and went on sentry duty together with his 
two colleagues. While on duty, he told his comrades that he was 
going to the toilet. After a while, a shot was heard. He committed 
suicide.”’ 

In his pocket were found a ballpen, a photograph taken 1n the 
army and a sheet of paper scribbled with a poem. These were the only 
articles he left behind. 

But in the letter he had sent to his home 10-15 days before his 
death, he said, “‘Send me a watch.” Judging by this, it is incredible 
that he had been thinking of killing himself. Further, in view of his 
unshaken faith manifested in the letter he had written to his 
sweetheart a week earlier, the theory of suicide is quite open to 
question. Above all, he had principally a firm belief in and an 
optimistic view of history. This was why he had inspired people 
around him with strength. He had been loved by many for his 
scrupulous consideration. In this light itis hard to believe that he had 
chosen the way of escape — suicide. 

A certain investigation organ argues that he killed himself 
disappoined at his sweetheart’s change of mind. But his girl friend 
says that there was nothing of the sort between them. 

They have died. It is given out that they killed themselves, but 
their motives are not known to anyone. They have left no will 
behind, either. 

It is obvious that two of the dead had been interrogated by the 
army investigation organ until just before their death. In murdering 
them, the university authorities and the police and the army acted as 
one body. 

The report serves a warning to the authorities that unless the 
truth about these cases is brought to light and the grudge of the 
young people who have died is worked off, tragedy will only further 
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multiply and declares that a stubborn struggle will be waged to 
the last in connection with these cases ‘‘by employing all possible 
peaceful means”’ 

But today, even at this moment, the Chon Du Hwan clique is 
refusing even to revise the provisions of the university regulations 
which stipulate this “forcible suspension from school” Yet, they 
mouth that the autonomy of the campuses will be granted. What a 
brazenfaced fraud this is! The young people’s indignation is towering 
still higher. 


99 


STILL THEY SING OF THEIR HOPE 


June 16, 1984 


Violence upon Violence 


On the evening of the 19th of May a memorial service and a 
lecture meeting were held in commemoration of the fourth anniver- 
sary of ““Kwangju Uprising” under the auspices of the Youth League 
for Democratization Movement. 

The meeting held in the former hall of the Hungsa Organization 
Headquarters on Seoul University campus in the neighbourhood of 
the East Gate was attended by over 1,000 persons. Those who were 
returning home after attending the meeting were surrounded by the 
armed policemen around half past eight o'clock p.m. at the crossing 
of Lihwa dong. Their commanding officer ordered them to attack 
over 30 persons who resisted them. Six of them were wounded, 
trampled underfoot and hit by the clubs, and two knocked uncon- 
scious. They caused a woman who was six months pregnant to abort. 

Resentful of this, she opened to the public the “‘letter the mother 
wrote in tears to her daughter who was killed in the womb by the 
outrages of police. At the sight of people being trampled by the 
policemen passers-by protested, saying ““How dare you kick people 
like that?” “Screams of women, the old and children are still ringing 
in my ears, the letter said. She complained to the public prosecu- 
tors’ office but no answer. The policemen spat on the road, making a 
contemptuous remark “‘Humph, to make a complaint!” 

The letter wound up with these words: 

“Your brother Sang Uk will also fight it out, standing in the van, 
lest such tragedy should take place again in this land. My little 
nameless one, don’t forget. Please tie around my head a white towel 
bearing the words ‘Long live democracy.” We won't fail to come to 
you, shouting ‘Long Live Democracy. That’s right. My dear baby! 
Let’s call you “Long Live Democracy!’, ‘Long live democracy!” 


100 


This terrorist outrage was committed openly on the streets. She 
was turned out of Toksong Women’s University on account of her 
participation in the demonstration held in 1981. Thus, a statement 
was issued by the students of this university on June 14, 1984. It 
advocated ‘“‘the nonuse of violence and democratization of the 
country, condemning the May I9 mass outrages committed by the 
police who took even the six-month-old life” 

It reads in part: 

“This is a sheer murder. The Kwangju incident still continues. 

“Still fresh in our memory is the tragedy of May, 1980 resistance 
against the martial law army which levelled its guns at the students 
and citizens calling for democracy and murdered more than 5,000 
Kwangju citizens in cold blood. Yet another bloody tragedy is taking 
place.... The forestalling attack and outrages of the police are 
prevalent. Violence is not only inflicted upon people’s life. Our 
nation fell victim to low wages, cheap grain prices and high 
commodity prices due to the economy aimed at export in depen- 
dence on foreign countries. Isn’t it plunder by violence? Aren‘t the 
distorted reports of the reptile press and the flood of decadent 
culture in particular a one-sided spiritual blow? Why should this 
country be a lawless land where violence prevails? This is not the 
issue to be settled only by the censure of the police who resorts 
directly to violence. We believe that the tyrannical character of this 
society is institutional and mainly derives from the anti-democratic 
character of the government. The trouble is that the anti-democratic 
government which prefers suppression by physical violence to 
amicable solution of the issue, if it arises, is likely to exercise more 
tyranny in the future. 

Further, the statement expressed their resolve to fight to the last 
for democracy, remembering the little one who died even without 
giving acry. It demanded that the government stop at once “‘strong- 
arm politics by force of police and gag upon freedom of speech, 
immediately give medical treatment and compensation” to the 
victims and ‘‘make an open apology to the nation through news- 
papers, admitting that the May 19 incident was the product of 
strong-arm politics.” 

They considered that the Chon Du Hwan clique would exercise 
more tyranny judging from their bitter experience and the essence of 
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the rule they saw through. At present, Seoul is flooded with 
armymen. During Reagan’s visit, armymen tried not to attract 
public attention, but during the Pope’s visit their number in the city 
increased beyond measure. The martial law was not proclaimed but 
they swarmed in the city even after the Pope’s return. Since the 
military government is in power, they seem to think that armymen 
are entitled to assume charge of politics and public peace without 
regard to the martial law. 

Therefore, the present rule is, in essence, a rule by violence. 

Let us see another incident of intentional violence. On the 
evening of the third of June under the cosponsorship of the Hanguk 
National Federation of Christian-Presbyterian- Youth Associations 
and the National Federation of Youth Associations of the Christian 
Methodist Churches, a prayer meeting was held in Seoul Church No. 
1 in Ojang dong, Central District, Seoul, in commemoration of the 
fourth anniversary of the death of Kim Ui Gi and Kim Jong Tae who 
committed suicide in protest against the Kwangju incident in May, 
1980. This was the church where Pastor Pak Hyong Gyu, a leader of 
the democratic movement, served, but it had been in confusion fora 
long time due to the attempts of the Security Planning Agency to 
banish him. He persistently fought so far in face of the continued 
open interference on the part of the government office and the 
entrepreneurs concerned. 

That day the church was attended by over 800 youths. 

It was two hours prior to the prayer service when hundreds of 
armed policemen surrounded the church and checked those who 
went in and out to strike terror into the participants. Around 8:10, 
“when 800 Christian youths were returning home after the prayer 
service, singing merrily, the police had the Samchong Training 
Corps (a gang of roughs kept by the government. In fact, they were 
armymen—/7r.) commit mass outrages on the youths with the 
breaking of the restaurant window as a signal. The unit had been 
kept on the alert in the back alleys in the vicinity of the church.” 

According to the report from the two youth federations, over 500 
youths who failed to escape were hit and kicked and then walked off. 
Some youths who were about to take shelter inside the church, were 
also subjected to violence. As a result, the neighbourhood was 
turned into shambles. When the youths set about establishing the 
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identity of those who barred the entrance of the church, they trooped 
into the church and behaved rudely. 

When a complaint was lodged later, the information head of the 
Central Police Station who commanded the outrage pretended 
ignorance, saying ““We’ve never used violence. At that time a youth 
was knocked unconscious. Others were about to take him to the 
Seoul Hospital. Then the armed policemen committed another 
outrage on them and were about to carry him to the police hospital 
by their car. 

They carried him away by force, even striking his head against 
the car, even though the youth who had recovered his consciousness 
at the clamour refused to get on the police car. Even a detective was 
placed at the entrance of his ward to keep their outrage unknown. 
Paper “Tong-A Ilbo” dated June 4 reported on this incident as 
follows: 

‘In the demonstration staged that day the students clashed with 
the police barring them from marching into the street. Two 
policemen received a wound requiring 10 days’ medical treatment 
and the windows of a shop near the church were broken. 

The report made no reference to the fact that 50-odd youths were 
injured and one who was knocked unconscious was in the hospital. 
What does it mean that two policemen got hurt? Didn’t the 
policemen break the shop windows? This is a fabrication by the 
press. Such were all the réports on the students’ demonstrations. In 
case of stone-hurling battle between students and policemen, for in- 
stance, those who throw stones first among the students are gen- 
erally the agents of the authorities. When the students begin to throw 
stones, taken in by them, the policemen, too, throw stones. Then the 
newspapers write up the injury of the policemen equipped with shield 
and attribute the harm suffered by the students to their violence. 

Glass of shop windows Is often broken in the clash of this kind. 
This is a nuisance to the masters of the shop or dwellers. So they are 
induced to stage sit-down strike against the students’ demonstration. 
A great deal of fuss is made over the gas of the tear shell giving rise to 
respiratory diseases. But it is strange that they make no protest 
against the police. The newspapers give wide publicity to the protest 
of the inhabitants so that citizens make an outcry “Students resort to 
violence. What a nuisance!” History is fabricated, I should say. 
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Such events frequently take place. The students who gather to 
discuss the question of the struggle against violence are often 
attacked by the police. On May 11, a student of Sogang University 
was hit by a tear bomb and lost consciousness after coughing and 
spitting blood. He was brought to the Severance Hospital belonging 
to Yonsei University, where two splinters were found out to be 
lodged in his left lung. It is said that during operation six splinters 
were taken out. Needless to say, he is in a critical state. 

Under these circumstances the press shows concern as if the 
students tended to resort to violence. At first, it put violence on the 
part of the resistants on a par with the violence of those in power. 
How can the violence of those in authority be the same with that of 
those who resist the brute.force of injustice? 

Nevertheless, the brute force equipped with modern weapons are 
put on a par with a barehanded persons who resist it. Then, the 
authorities try to persuade the nation that theirs is the justifiable 
violence since they employ violence to counter the resisting brute 
force. 

The people aspiring after democracy are indignant at such 
reversed evaluation. 


Declaration of Struggle against Violence 


According to the press reports, weapons of a new type have been 
developed and are already used to put down demonstrations. It is 
said that 32 or 64-tear-shell-shooter and the sprayer which spouts 
Indian ink under high pressure are used to put down the demonstra- 
tors and hunt up prime movers. The logic of force to maintain status 
quo by the prevailing force incessantly gives rise to a new violence on 
a worldwide scale like this. 

In this sense, the struggle against violence in south Korea can be 
said to be a resistance against today’s world. 

Since Easter Day in spring, a slogan “Cross procession for 
democracy and peace” has been put up by the Christian youths. It 
means that in order to fight against ‘violence and death which 
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threaten us, one should not be afraid of any sufferings, difficulties 
and death. Six students died during the compulsory military service 
following their guided suspension. Since August last year, it is said, 
more than 500 workers who attended evening school have been 
walked off to the police station and put to torture and a woman 
worker attempted suicide, unable to endure the torture. When the 
students of Hanguk Theological Seminary staged demonstration the 
commander of the mobile forces gave the order to ‘first beat the 
President to death” while he was trying to dissuade them from 
demonstration. Thus a bloody tragedy took place. On April 19, too, 
the mobile forces committed an outrage upon the youths who called 
at the graveyard of the victims of the April 19 uprising. On the order 
to “kill everyone,” they threw the youths into the police cars in lonely 
places and grasped them by the throat, beat and trampled upon 
them. The youths exclaimed: ‘‘Violence-free politics is an empty 
talk.... Only death. awaits us. We cannot bear violence any more.” 


Outrages upon the students of Hanguk Theological Seminary are 
committed without letup. A student lost his eyesight due to the 
outrage committed on April 19 and, in this connection, the Korean 
Broadcasting Station spread slanders that the students employed 
violence and became leftist. On May Ist 150 students attempted to go 
on a sit-down strike in protest in front of the building of Kyonggi 
provincial government in Suwon but were barred by the mobile 
forces from it.’So, they staged a sit-down strike with difficulty for 50 
minutes at the plaza in front of the railway station and offered prayer 
before going back when a gang of 50-60 roughs sprang at them. They 
seemed to be trained armymen in plainclothes. They fired several 
tens of ‘‘apple shells” ‘‘Apple shells” and tear shells were fired even 
at the buses after breaking the window glass. Professors, too, were 
beaten on the spot. 


In the clash a student received injury around the ear, from where 
4 splinters were taken out. Another student had the artery around his 
nose ruptured. 


A girl student had her finger cut off, so she underwent an 
operation to join it. Besides, over 10 persons were wounded and 
another 10 were walked off. It was really an intentional violence. 
This is sheer terrorism. 
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However, the press pays no attention to such situation but is bent 
on painting a bright picture of the authorities. Nevertheless, the 
authorities try to raise their prestige abroad by smile diplomacy. This 
is remindful of the military rule in the occupied areas. 

Therefore; declarations of struggle against violence are pro- 
claimed one after another. However, since the press ignores them or 
gives distorted information about them, the youths had to distribute 
them among the citizens by themselves. So, they are arrested and 
subjected to outrages. This is why the streets are kept under strict 
control these days. 

On the evening of the first of May |5 democratic, civil right and 
religious organizations held a discussion meeting to prove the 
validity of the trade union of the workers of the Chonggye Clothing 
Factory in the Pyonghwa market. On their way back the attendants 
of the meeting were attacked by a gang and many were wounded. 
Even the women workers were beaten up. 15 organizations including 
the Social Missionary Council of the Hanguk Churches and the 
Catholic Peasants Association issued a statement ““We Condemn the 
Tyranny of the Government” It runs in part: 

‘At this time on the order of the commanding officer ‘Push 
Away’ the riot police (belonging to the Songdong police station) 
pressed forward about 50 metres with bucklers in their hands. The 
workers had to move to the areas controlled by the Central Police 
Station. They were pursued about 50 metres along the downward 
road by a gang of 100-odd uniformed and plainclothes policemen. 
Screams of women workers were heard here and there. It was a scene 
of utter confusion. 

Nevertheless, the Chon Du Hwan clique are cheeky enough to 
talk about “politics without violence” and ‘“‘national concord” They 
are too impudent. The tyrannical regime which forcibly drafted the 
students into the army and murdered them, is likely to intensify 
suppression over all sectors in the future. But people know the 
historical lesson that ‘*a state or a collective which uses oppression 
and violence as its means of rule, can by no means last long.” As 
aforesaid, mention was made of the suppression of the memorial 
service held in commemoration of the fourth anniversary of 
“Kwangju Uprising” by the Youth League for Democratization 
Movement on May 19. The statement “Oh, May! Kwangju! 
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Everlasting flames for democratization!” issued at that time firmly 
expressed their determination to fight to the end against the 
violence which became severe, organized and systematic day by day. 

It runs in part: 

‘In front of the altar of heroic souls in Kwangju still reeking of 
gunsmoke we solemnly declare: the movement for democratization 
of this country has entered a new stage since the May of 1980, when 
many democrats fell a victim to the violence of military authorities; 
we, survivers of the ranks of the advocates of democratization 
movement of this country which they started by shedding blood, will 
uphold the flag again; the dictatorial regime can by no means escape 
punishment by the national history because it mercilessly murdered, 
by indiscriminate firing and with bayonets, the innumerable fellow 
countrymen calling for democratization against dictatorship by 
calling in even the army from the Military Demarcation Line; our 
nation will never forget the political mistakes of the US administ- 
ration that approved of the massacre by the military government 
and backed it contrary to the ardent expectation of Kwangju 
citizens. 

The statement called upon the people to strengthen the mass 
foundation of the movement guarding always against the Chon Du 
Hwan clique because they are used to make a surprise attack keeping 
the “army in ambush, stressed the need to unite with ‘“‘confidence, 
devotion, responsibility and comradeship. At present the Youth 
League for Democratization Movement plays the pivotal part in the 
struggle against violence. Although raided constantly, it resists 
violence and wishes it would be a cornerstone of the unity of the 
democratization movement, maintaining martyr-like attitude. Isn’t 
it an irony of history that the force against violence is growing in face 
of the raging violence? 

The Chon Du Hwan clique put forward a slogan of an ‘‘advanced 
homeland” I wonder whether it means development under tyranny. 
A publication dedicated to the struggle against violence carries an 
ironical statistics. 

—*‘A pleasant dream in the 80s’’— Will all of the nation have 
their own private car? 

—Over 40 billion dollars of foreign debt— the third in the world. 

—0.3 per cent of population (a hundred thousand) own 45 per 
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cent of all the properties of south Korea. 

—10 big businesses monopolize 44 per cent of the gross output of 
national product and 30 big businesses 76 per cent of it. 

—The monthly income of 69 percent of the whole workers is 
100,000 won. 

Debt per farm household amounts to 1,700,000 won. 

Nevertheless, the Chon Du Hwan clique is intensifying oppres- 
sion. The United States is aiding the tyrannical government and 
Japan ts likely to join it willingly. This might lead to the formation of 
the tripartite alliance in the northeastern Asia and they even try to 
rope Taiwan. into it. The struggle against violence is in a sense the 
struggle against the international violence. A “‘prayer meeting for the 
banishment of violence” is expected to be held tomorrow again in the 
Seoul Church No. | in protest against the suppression of the meeting 
held there on June 3rd. 

The telecast of the Korean Broadcasting Station so far noisily 
mouthed about the students resorting to violence and becoming 
leftist. When the authorities of the Hanguk Theological Seminary 
lodged protest against its report describing the April 19 memorial 
service held in this university as the violence of students, it raised a 
loud cry as if it were the pressure against the freedom of speech. 

But recently the tone of the broadcast has suddenly softened up. 
This is apparently because the Christian youths began to launch a 
movement to “‘refuse payment of the audience’s fee for the telecast” 
A leaflet about the movement reads in part: 

‘The Korean Broadcasting Station, take the genuine road to be 
followed by the conscientious public opinion. 

“The Korean Broadcasting Station, bear in mind the lessons of 
Argentina you reported with pleasure. Our parents and brothers are 
now offering prayer in tears for six students murdered quietly in the 
army units. Have you ever passed a wakeful night in agony, giving a 
thought to the situation which attracts the great attention of the 
colleagues in the faraway foreign countries? 

“Journalists called Choe and Kim, remember that history will 
not forget your words and deeds. The day will surely come when you 
will have to answer for your deeds. If you are to be genuine 
successors to the independent press and public opinion, you should 
manifest even an ounce of your conscience. 
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“History will not forgive you. You are not victims of circumst- 
ances but the degenerate wretches who sold out conscience under the 
pretext of them.”’ 


Printed in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 


